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Warbler Update
The long dry season started with a burst of sunshine and the village has been humming with
activities. The Safari Party was a great success with the weather also being kind to us. Currently the
frontal systems seem to be deluging the village with rain, good for the garden but a little weary on
the inhabitants. The village fete also was well attended and the church has seen many weddings
with the village hall being used more for receptions. The proximity of children’s outdoor facilities
near the village hall were well received for these events!
The weather has made huge demands on the Church gardeners, especially the grass cutters and
head stone grass trimmers. A big thank you again to the rain soaked helpers who keep the
Church areas immaculate, including all those difficult bits round the headstones. Very well done!
The news item about utility bills and changes has sparked quite a reaction from the village. We
had some 17 emails with various results, which is far more than we imagined. Classically only 20%
of communities ever change any bank, phone or electricity supplier, but the feedback suggests
that many of the village are keen savers. The most used service seems to be USwitch for electric,
gas and phone whilst several people looked at the Martin Lewis web site for bank switches.
Overall satisfaction seemed to be very high with one couple saving over £900 a year. There are
clubs, groups and individuals who will do the switch for you but these had a lower success rate.
Maybe give it a try?
This is our last Warbler edit as we make way for more budding writers to look at the village
publication. Thank you to all those who supported us over the period, your inputs and
encouragement kept us going as the busy press day arrived. We hope to see the magazine
flourish both on paper and on line. Thanks also to all those unsung heroes who contribute so much
to the village and the social and function scene.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Annual General Meeting
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 23rd May, 2017 (7:00pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page, Mr M Patterson, Mr I Franklin, Mr A
Crossley, Ms A Pasco, Mr G Martin, Mr B Jarrett (Clerk),
Parishioners: Mr S Mackenzie-Lawrie-, Mrs R Page
Apologies: Mr N Bankes
1.

Minutes of previous AGM.(24th May, 2016) Approved and
signed.

2.

Matters arising from previous minutes.
None

3.

Election of Officers

4.1.3

3.1 Election of Chairperson.
Mr N Bankes, although not present, had declared that he
was willing to stand for chairperson but could not take up
duties until September 2017. Mr Bankes was proposed by
Mr G Page as Chairperson elect and seconded by Mr M
Patterson. There being no other proposals Mr Bankes was
duly elected as Chairperson.
3.2 Election of Vice-Chairperson
Mr Page proposed Mr Patterson for Vice Chairperson this
was seconded by Ms A Pasco. Mr Patterson was duly
elected as Vice-Chairperson.
4.

Finance.

5.

4.1 Annual Statement:4.1.1
It was confirmed that the internal audit, of the
accounts for 2016-2017, had been carried out and
signed off.
4.1.2
The Annual Governance Statement was approved
and signed.

The Annual Accounts had been circulated. The
yearend bank balance was much higher with the
brought forward total from the previous year of
£14,356 now standing at £31,004. The main
differences from the previous year were:Income was up due to the Annual Precept increase
of £10,000, this was to recover expenses incurred in
2015/16, and to cover future HS2 petition cost. VAT
refund was also higher by £1,644.
Expenditure was down in total from £25,497 to
£14,948. There were increases in staff costs of £700
and The Warbler printing costs, now in colour, had
increased by £568. There was a saving of £468 with
the Parish Insurance, we had only received one
invoice for Dog Bin emptying the year and there had
been one less grass cut than the previous year. The
main difference on expenditure was the costs
incurred by the HS2 petitioning in 2015/16 of £8,736.
The Accounts Statement for Income and Expenditure
were duly approved and signed.
Mr Jarrett added that if the bank balances remain at
the current level Council may consider a reduction in
the precept for 2018/2019. This was advice received
from Mr Atack our District Councillor. The precept
had been increased for one year only and had
returned to the £12,000 for the current year.
The accounts will be available for inspection
between 5rd June and 14th July.
A.O.B.

There was no other AGM business.
The meeting closed 7:22pm
The next AGM will be in May, 2018, date and time to be
confirmed.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 23rd May, 2017 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page, Mr M Patterson, Mr I Franklin, Mr G
Martin, Mrs A Pascoe,
Mr A Crossley, Mr B Jarrett (Clerk)
Parishioners: Mrs R Page, Mr S Mackenzie-Lawrie.
Apologies: Mr N Bankes
In the absence of Mr Bankes, it was agreed that Mr Page
continue to chair the meeting.
6.
2.

Minutes of previous meetings. (18th April, 2017) approved
and signed.
Matters arising from previous minutes (1).

2.1 HS2 Update
Mr Patterson reported that the Wardington HS2 Action Group
had a meeting with OCC Highways on the 27th April for an
update on the HS2 mitigation measures. The meeting was a
little disappointing as it provided not many solutions. The
request for pedestrian crossings at the bus stop and
Wardington House were not considered feasible due to lack of
footpath space to install traffic signals and also insufficient
distance visibility. The widening of the three corners at Old
Bonhams, Wardington House and The Hare and Hounds was
proposed but further investigation was required. To control

traffic speed, Highways were proposing the use of white lines
that give the impression of the road being narrower than it is in
reality. Mr Page added that Highways were going to cut back
the vegetation encroaching on the roadside, i.e. at Judges
and near The Old Coach House, and because of shared
responsibility, the private land owners had been contacted to
cutback what belonged to them. There was no progress in
relation to noise and pollution.
3.
The Warbler
Mr Mackenzie-Lawrie, who had another appointment, was
asked to address the council meeting in respect of The
Warbler. Following the last issue there was a concern over the
printing costs. Mr Mackenzie-Lawrie said how the Warbler had
been improved by its presentation in colour and this was
supported unanimously by Council. He added that the task
preparing the final layout was made exceptionally difficult due
to the volume of content received just before the deadline.
He felt that the overall feedback was very encouraging. To
ease the cost of printing, it was agreed to keep the number of
pages to around 22-24 and to keep the number of printed
copies to 300. There would also be an effort to increase the
advertising to bring in more sponsorship by contacting local
businesses. The advertising rates will be published In the next
issue. Council extended their gratitude to Elaine Norris and the

editor team for all their hard work and excellent results in
presenting The Warbler.
4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (2).

4.1 M40 J11 proposed Service Station
Since the last meeting we have received an e-mail from
Farthinghoe parish council inviting us to a joint meeting with
Chacombe, Middleton Cheney, Chipping Warden, and
Cropredy parish councils to discuss the proposal. The hope is
to get some interaction between North Oxfordshire and South
Northants regarding the proposed project and some action
regarding the general increase in HGV traffic. We responded
by supporting the meeting.
4.2 Village upkeep and appearance.
Council have received and e-mail from Mr Norman Hudson
supporting the attempt to improve the general appearance
of the village. Mr Hudson mentioned that there were two cars
parked outside Sabins, ( one being in front of the pond), and
that they have been there for over a month, making it
impossible to cut the grass around the vehicles and that their
presence was affecting the grass beneath them. Mr Page said
that he had already spoken with the owner of the vehicles
and that they would be removed.
Mr Patterson said he was keen to progress the installation of
posts on the grass verge at Corner Mount leading to the bus
stop and mentioned how Cropredy had already installed
similar posts. Council should liaise with Cropredy for any helpful
information.
5.

6.

Planning
New:
1. 17/00755/ADV – Mr Mark Page, Barn Farm Plants ,
Upper Wardington
Retrospective permission for 6 fascia signs. NO
OBJECTION
2. 17/00160/TCA – Mr Gordon-Finlayson, Cobweb
Cottage , Wardington
To fell one Apple Tree (considered dead). NO
OBJECTION
CDC Decisions:
3. 17/00322/F – Mr David Adshead, Home Farm,
Williamscote
Erection of timber stable
buildings. PERMISSION GRANTED.
4. 17/00115/TCA – Mrs Holbech, Wardington Lodge,
Wardington
Fell 1* Lime Tree and reduce the height of 1*Catalpa
tree.
PERMISSION GRANTED.
Finance.

6.1 Parish Insurance renewal.
We have received a renewal notice from AON Insurance
showing only a small increase on last year’s premium. AON
were offering a 5% discount for renewing for 3 years. It was
agreed to accept the long term agreement which would
reduce the premium to £459.92 for the first year.
6.2 RoSpa Playground Inspection.

Mr Jarrett requested permission to organize the playground
inspection for July. This was agreed. He added that he had
received an e-mail informing him that part of the log trail was
broken and requested permission the arrange for it to be
repaired as soon as possible. This was granted.
6.3 Invoices - Cheques for authorization.
100878
100879
100880
100881
100882
100883
100884
100885
100886
100887

Cluster Care Group (donation)
£100.00
Clerk’s Pay (April 2017)
£350.22
Community First Oxfordshire Annual Subs)
£55.00
PMP - Warbler Printing
£326.40
VOID
N R Prickett – Grass Cutting
£720.00
Annette Reed Bookkeeping (Internal Audit)
£100.00
HMRC - PAYE (May 2017)
£87.60
Clerk’s Pay (May 2017)
£350.02
ANO Insurance – Parish Ins.
£459.92

6.4 Playground 200 Club draw.
May Draw:
100646 £20
100647 £10

B & L Lawless
N Reynolds

7.

New Business – None

8.

AOB

8.1 Wardington Benches
Mr Crossley mentioned that the Wardington benches in the
village need re-painting. This was considered as part of the
village upkeep and appearance and would be looked into..
8.2 Replacement Notice Board by the Plough Inn
Mr Crossley asked when this would be ready. Mr Jarrett said
that he was informed that, although the work had been
delayed, the notice board was now in progress.
8.3 Potholes on the A361
Mr Franklin said that Highways had turned up but there was
very little to show for their work and that the potholes near
Grove Cottage were still unrepaired. OCC Highways are to be
contacted again.
8.4 District Councillor Atack
Mr Page confirmed that Mr Ken Atack had now left
Williamscot and that he was standing down as CDC Member
as soon as a replacement was found. Mr Page took this
opportunity to thank Ken Atack for all his input and assistance
during his past years of service to the parish.
The meeting closed 8:20pm
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 20th June, 2017 at 7:30pm
in the village hall.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 20th June, 2017 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr M Patterson, Mr G Page, Mr I Franklin, Mr G
Martin, Mrs A Pascoe,
Mr A Crossley, Mr B Jarrett (Clerk),
Parishioners: Mr C Hunt
Apologies: Mr N Bankes

In the absence of Mr Bankes, the meeting was chaired by Mr
Patterson (Vice Chairman).
On behalf of the Parish Council, Mr Patterson thanked Mr Page
and extended its appreciation for his chairmanship over the
past years.

6.
7.

Minutes of previous meetings. (23rd May 2017) approved
and signed.

9.

Matters arising from previous minutes (1).

2.1 M40 Junction 11, proposed Service Station
Mr Jarrett informed council that the planning application has
now been submitted by Euro Garages for the site
development. Middleton Cheney and Chacombe have
already submitted their objections and we have 21 days in
which to respond. The objections already submitted centred
around the traffic congestion at the junction the conflict of
usage as originally proposed by the Local Plan for Banbury 15
and the actual need for such a development considering the
availability of service stations both north and south of Banbury.
Mr Hunt attended the meeting and informed council that he
would be objecting to the development in his CPRE capacity.
Mr Jarrett added that although it was difficult to extract the
expected traffic increase from the SCP reports, commissioned
by Euro Garages to support their application, it was suggested
that the 2016 volume of 7,743 vehicles a day using the junction
and onto the A361 would increase by between 8,000 and
16,000 per day. This would increase the vehicle flow to
between 15,700 and 23,700 per day. It was agreed that a draft
letter of objection be prepared and circulated for Council
approval.

7.

8.

9.

CDC Decisions:
10. 17/00160/TCA – Mr H Gordon-Finlayson, Cobweb
Cottage, Edgcote Lane, Wardington. Fell 1 Apple
Tree. PERMISSION GRANTED.

11. Finance.
4.1 Invoices - Cheques for authorization.
100878

2.2 HS2 Update
Mr Patterson reported that the Wardington HS2 Action Group
had received an update to the mitigating measures proposed
by HS2 and had replied to OCC Highways and HS2 with their
comments and objections to measures. These have been
circulated to all councillors for information. In general the
measures being proposed were to favour HS2 operations and
there was very little to address the concerns of local residents
in respect of safety, noise, vibration and pollution. It was
agreed that the response letter be published on the
Wardington website for public information. Mr Franklin raised
the issue that some residents had received letters, as
landowners, from OCC, instructing them to remove vegetation
encroaching the A361, the reason given being directly related
to HS2 construction traffic. Mr Page confirmed that it is the
landowners’ responsibility to comply with the Highways
regulations. However, Council would contact OCC Highways
requesting a less officious approach to the residents
concerned.
2.3 Village upkeep and appearance.
Council are currently waiting for a quotation from OCC
Highways to supply seven oak posts to be installed on the
narrow grass verge in Mount Pleasant leading to the bus stop.
They are also waiting for a quotation from Richard Altham to
repaint / varnish benches in Wardington and Williamscot. The
two cars parked outside Sabins, had been moved to allow
grass cutting but were still there, only in a different position. The
Council would now write a letter to the owner of the vehicles
asking him to remove them. Mr Page supported this course of
action.
Another vehicle, an Audi, had been reported being
abandoned in the car parking area in Chelmscote Row. As this
is on Sanctuary Housing land, council were trying to find out
what, if anything, had been done in an attempt to remove it.
10. Planning
New:
5. 7/00166/TCA – Mr Peter MacKenzie, Fferm Cariad,
Thorp Road , U Wardington
Ornamental Cherry
tree, 2m Crown reduction. WPC NO OBJECTION

17/01026/F – Mr N Douglas Post Box Cottage,
Wardington.
Demolition of
conservatory and outbuilding. Erection of new rear
extension. Resubmission of 16/01700/F. WPC NO
OBJECTION
17/01033/4/LB – Williamscot Estate, Williamscot
House.
Retrospective planning for
various changes. WPC NO OBJECTION
17/01125/F – Mr Mark Abbiss, 1 The Old Vicarage ,
Wardington.
Amendment to 15/02094/F – Additional roof lights
and gable window.
WPC NO OBJECTION
17/00935/F – Mrs Joanna Bailey, Cobnut Cottage ,
Upper Wardington
Fitting of Solar panels. WPC NO OBJECTION

100879
100880
100881

N R Prickett – Grass Cutting
£720.00
Clerk’s Pay (June 2017)
£350.22
HMRC - PAYE (June 2017)
£87.40
Clerk’s expenses – Office supplies etc.
£105.34

4.2 Playground 200 Club draw.
June Draw:
100646 £20
100647 £10

C Morgan
R Jarrett

12. New Business – None
13. AOB
6.1 Correspondence.
1. A thank you letter has been received from the Cluster
Care Group thanking Wardington Parish council for
the £100 donation.
2.

The RoSPA playground inspection has been
confirmed for July. Mr Jarrett mentioned that some of
the older fencing needs fixing before the inspection.
Mr Page reminded council that half of the fencing
was renewed last year and that we should get a
quotation for replacement of the remainder.

6.1 Highways mowing verges
Mr Franklin asked what the policy was for Highway mowing the
grass verges, out of the villages, as village signs and other road
signs were becoming obscured. Council should contact
Highways in respect of clearing verges, to make signs more
visible, as the roads, particularly the A361, have become too
dangerous for the work to be done by local volunteers.

The meeting closed 8:30pm
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 25th July, 2017 at 7:30pm
in the village hall.

NEWS FROM ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH
CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING
Since the floodlighting was installed in 2002, a sponsorship scheme has been operating in order to defray
the extra electricity cost. We are very grateful to those in the village who routinely sponsor a week or weeks
at a time. A list of the sponsors is maintained in the Church porch giving which weeks are sponsored and by
whom. Sponsors for the weeks in the remaining part of the year are:
6th August
1st October
5th November
3rd December
24th December

Tom Rutherford
Roderick & Nikki Stell
Peter Tinker
Roderick & Nikki Stell
Mark Abbiss

13th August
29th October
26th November
17th December

Caroline Wild
Clive & Philippa Hunt and Elsie Smith
Roderick & Nikki Stell and Elsie Smith
Malcom Patterson

Until now the floodlighting has only been on in sponsored weeks or during major Church festivals. We would
very much like to move to having it switched on throughout the year but clearly there would be an
increased cost, especially in the winter.
Therefore we are hoping for more sponsors – there are twelve unsponsored weeks up to the end of the year!
The cost is only £10 per week – why not consider marking a family anniversary or birthday by having the
Church specially floodlit for that week?
Full details and an application form can be found at http://www.wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/ or on
the table adjacent to the south door of the Church or contact Clive Hunt (758087).

WOOD AVAILABLE FOR LOGS
Sadly one of the row of four lime trees in the Churchyard was recently identified as being seriously diseased
with a fungus and so possibly dangerous. As a result it was felled at the end of last month. There is now a
large stack of wood in the corner behind the Old School. It is in manageable lengths for anyone who wishes
to collect it for further splitting and cutting down further into logs. A donation into the offertory box just inside
the south door would of course be much appreciated.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
This year’s Harvest Supper celebration, sponsored by the Friends of Wardington Church, will take place on
the evening of Saturday 30th September in the Memorial Hall. The Harvest Festival service will be the
following morning in the Church at 10.00am.

Harvest Supper
on

Saturday 30th 2016
at

7:30 pm
Wardington Memorial Hall
Cottage Pie followed by Apple Pie and Cheese & Biscuits
Cash bar and Raffle
Proceeds to St. Mary Magdalene

Children are welcome!
Corkage charge £10/bottle if you bring your own wine.
Adults £10.00 OAP/Children £7
Tickets from Friends of St. Mary Magdalene or call
Philippa Hunt on 01295 758087 / Steve Mackenzie-Lawrie on 01295 758 369
www.wardington.net

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH: Services: August 2017 – October 2017
Please check Church notice board and the Church monthly newsletter for further information and confirmation of these
times.
SUNDAY SERVICES
August 6th
August
August
August
September
September
September
September

10.00am
Summer Songs of Praise
13th
9.30am
Fairport Communion Service - Cropredy
20th
8.30am
Holy Communion (BCP)
27th
No service – See noticeboard for other services
3rd
10th
17th
24th

October
October
October
October
October

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Family Service
United Benefice Communion – Wardington
Family Communion
No service – See noticeboard for other services

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
8.30am

Harvest Festival
United Benefice Communion – Claydon
Family Communion
No service – See noticeboard for other services
Holy Communion (BCP)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
August
September
November
Every Tuesday

9th
27th
1st

9.00am
9.00am
9.00am

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

12.00noon
(No service:

15th

/

22nd

Midday Communion (Iona Liturgy) - Cropredy
Aug, 12th Sept or 3rd Oct)

THE WARDINGTON CHARITIES
Wardington is fortunate to have three parish charities. In this Warbler the Trustees explain what the charities are and,
where it is known, a little of their history. The charities are small, as is often the case. The generosity of the benefactors
has been overtaken by inflation and other factors but if anyone in the parish likes to make a recommendation to the
Trustees which could qualify for an award under the terms of the charities, the Trustees will be glad to consider it.
The charities are:
•

The Wardington Educational Foundation is for promoting the education (including social and physical training)
of young people under 25 who need financial assistance and are resident in the parish.

•

George Watson’s Foundation is also for promoting education, as above, except that the awards go to those
under 21, and with a preference for Methodists or the children of Methodists. It was provided by George
Watson in his Will dated 23rd May 1856.

•

Wardington Relief in Need Charity is the result of amalgamating the Charities of William Healey (1703) and
Constance Denton (1773) and others, and of William Taylor (1958). The object of the charity is to relieve either
generally or individually people in the parish who are in need, hardship or distress. A wide range of needs can
be met but on the whole they are not the conditions that can be met by social security payments or local
authority welfare services.

There are five Trustees. These are the Vicar (Revd Hilary Campbell), the two Churchwardens (Nigel Bankes and Clive
Hunt) and two nominees of the Parish Council (Ian Franklin and currently a vacancy). They administer all three charities
all of which are Registered Charities.
Any proposal to the Trustees for a grant should be made, in writing, to the Clerk, Clive Hunt, Stud Farm House,
Wardington, OX17 1RU.

MEMORIAL HALL NEWS
VILLAGE FETE
The fête was held in June and, thanks to the excellent weather, was attended by a record number both from the
village and further afield. The overall sum raised towards Memorial Hall funds was over £1,800 from which a donation of
£750 is being made to Katherine House Hospice. Thank you to everyone who supported the afternoon and a special
thank you to Forbes and Bridget Elworthy for hosting it again at the Manor.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2017
The meeting took place on 20th July. The principal matters covered can be summarised as follows:
Chairman’s Report - Current hiring of the Hall continues to be good with regular hirers including the Bowls Club, Pilates,
Zumba (now twice weekly) and Exercises for the Over 60’s all with Debbie Young, Ballet Fitness with Ginny Steven, Yoga
with Amelia Thorpe (new this year), Parish Council, Monthly Afternoon Teas, Over 60’s Club and Cinema Evenings.
Forward private bookings, including wedding receptions, for the current year look continue to look promising.
The Trustees have confirmed the future strategy for the Hall unchanged as:
o To continue to provide an events/activities facility primarily for the Wardington community
o To develop hiring and usage of the Hall through ‘word of mouth’ communication, not costly advertising
o To maintain the Hall to a high standard and thus ensuring a competitive edge over similar local halls
o To maintain ‘village’ hiring rates as low as possible whilst maintaining the premium chargeable to non-village hirers.
Treasurer’s Report - Financially the year to 31st March 2017 was a further successful year with the following being the key
points:
o Overall turnover increased by 22% to over £10,000 boosted by considerable increase in hall hiring including four
wedding receptions and two polling days
o Overall running costs increased commensurate with more hall usage together with the cost of the full redecoration
of the main hall and entrance hall resulting in the operating surplus reducing by £1,700 to £2,163
o However for the second year running it was possible to transfer £3,500 to the Capital Account for future
enhancements to the hall’s facilities
o A donation of £1,000 was received from the Williamscot Fund towards the cost of improvements to the Lady
Wardington Room so as to provide facilities for small business meetings
o Finally on the Balance Sheet the hall’s assets at the end of the year were £11,136 compared to £6,789 at the end of
the previous year
The full accounts can be viewed at http://www.wardington.net/memorial-hall/
Property Report – The overall condition of the hall remains good with no major defects and during the past year:
o The main hall, entrance hall and lobby area were redecorated – in same colour scheme!
o The re-furnishing of the Lady Wardington Room was commenced
o The landscaping of the terrace area was almost completed
Planned maintenance and improvements to the overall facilities (subject to funding) include:
o Staging blocks to provide a temporary stage when required
o Completion of the fencing at the south-west corner of the terrace area
o Provision of new small tables to replace the ancient card tables
o Cleaning and re-oiling the oak flooring
o Addressing the condensation issue in the main hall via the installation of roof vents
Election of Officers & Management Committee – The following were elected for the coming year: Paul Bimson
(Chairman & Acting Secretary), Clive Hunt (Treasurer), Bridget Elworthy, Norman Hudson, Steve Mackenzie-Lawrie,
Andrew Pearson, Amanda Thompson, James Wild and Anne Wilkins.
Clive Hunt stated that he will be standing down as Treasurer at the next AGM. Anyone in the village who is interested in
taking on the role should contact Paul Bimson (758855 or paul.bimson@bt.com) in the first instance. Additionally anyone
interested in joining the committee now and, by doing so, bringing new ideas to the hall should also contact Paul
Bimson.
TO BOOK THE HALL
E-mail: wardington.hall@btinternet.com or call Paul Bimson: 01295 758855 or Clive Hunt: 01295 758087

WARDINGTON CRICKET CLUB
FAMILY FUN CRICKET MATCH
SUNDAY THE 13TH AUGUST 2017
COME AND HAVE A KNOCK!
BBQ, LICENSED BAR, RAFFLE!
1.30PM START

WARDINGTON CRICKET CLUB
DINNER DANCE AND
PRESENTATION EVENING
SATURDAY THE 21ST OCTOBER 2017
AT WARDINGTON VILLAGE HALL
COMPLIMENTARY BUBBLY ON ARRIVAL!
LICENSED BAR, RAFFLE,
LIVE MUSIC WITH PETE WATKINS!!!
And back by popular demand…….
HOME MADE PUDDINGS!!!
For ticket and table information contact:
Chris Morgan 01295 750408
Or
Gill Slade 01295 750640

Vacancy
New Parish Clerk for Wardington
Following the retirement of Bob Jarrett, a vacancy exists for the post of Clerk to the Parish
Council. If you like the idea of being involved with the village, are a good administrator
and communicator and can make up to ten hours a week available, the role could
appeal to you.
Working in conjunction with the Chairman, responsibilities include preparing and
circulating agendas and minutes from Parish Council meetings (ten a year), circulating
planning applications for approval, keeping accounts, liaising with local authorities and
service providers, answering correspondence, e-mails and telephone calls as they arise
and generally running the Parish affairs on behalf of the Councillors.
You will be home based and require the use of your own computer and broadband
connection.
The annual salary is based on Local Authority Scales. Depending on skills and experience
we expect to pay around £10 an hour. You will be entitled to paid annual leave and
direct expenses by mutual agreement. Initial guidance and training will be provided as
required.
If you would like to support Wardington and the role of Parish Clerk interests you, please
apply initially to Nigel Bankes, Parish Council Chairman who would be happy to discuss
the role, prior to formal application.
Nigel Bankes, Home Farm House, Williamscot, OX17 1AD
e-mail: nigelbankes23@gmail.com
Tel: 01295 750500

Gardener’s Diary
August
August is usually the warmest month of the year, so take
time out from gardening to enjoy the colours and
scents of your garden, but don’t neglect the watering!
Watering
All Plants will need your attention to survive through any
dry spell, baskets, pots, borders and even lawns will rely
on you watering them. Where possible use recycled
water and place saucers under all pots and containers
to catch excess water. Ensure you keep on top of the
task as once things dry out it is very difficult to get them
to retain water as well as they previously did, so little
and often is better than leaving it until they keel over.
Keep rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias well
watered to ensure good flower bud formation, water
hydrangeas with colourant for guaranteed blue flowers
next year. Liquid feed all bedding plants, peppers and
cucumbers to encourage new flowers. Switch to a high
potassium feed for tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers
this will help the fruits to set meaning higher yields.
Tomatoes need consistent watering to avoid them
picking up the dreaded blossom end rot.
Garden Maintenance
Perennial weeds are best treated in active growth so
choose the correct Weedkiller and apply to the weeds
foliage, it will kill them off at the root meaning no re
growth. Hoe out annual weeds as they will take
valuable moisture from the soil and multiply rapidly if
you let them flower. Grass tends to grow less during the
very warm weather so when you do mow cut on a high
blade, don’t worry too much about grass browning it
will usually recover when the autumn rain appears.
Watch plants such as phlox, chrysanthemums,
nicotiana and roses for any signs of mildew or rust and
treat immediately if affected. Shape your buxus plants
in the evening once the sun has gone down.
Birds and Ponds
Please make sure that a supply of fresh drinking water is
available and when feeding use a seed mix and
mealworms rather than suet balls or peanuts during the
summer months. Remove blanket weed from ponds
with a net or cane and scrub algae from the side of
ponds with a hand brush.
Pruning and Dead Heading:
Keep all of your bedding plants dead headed, it not
only enhances the look of the plant but it encourages
more new flowers to form quickly, so well worth the
effort. Remove tired leaves from hardy geraniums to
encourage a new flush of growth. Dead head dahlias,
removing smaller flowers if you are growing for larger
blooms. Prune back old rosemary and lavender flowers
and remove any flowers that form on herb plants you
are using for culinary use.
Fruit and Vegetables
Plant a trough or container with winter salad leaves and
place in a sunny position on the patio and near the
kitchen door. Make sure the container has a minimum
depth of 15cm (6inches) with good drainage, water
regularly and pick the leaves as soon as they are large
enough. Lift and pot strawberry runners and cut out any
old fruited raspberry canes. The vegetable garden will
be full of produce to pick now, pick regularly and don’t

let anything bolt, freezing excess produce including
herbs. Harvest courgettes whilst reasonably small to
stop them maturing into marrows. Keep crops
protected by netting or hang unwanted CD’s and
place spinning windmills amongst the vegetable
garden to deter birds from eating them. Ventilate your
greenhouse and apply shading if it is situated in full sun,
damp down greenhouse floors on hot days to maintain
humidity levels but do not do this in the evening as it
encourages pests and disease particularly on
tomatoes.
Plants Looking Good For This Month:
Verbena Bonariensis: A tall growing perennial with
flower spikes of approx 1metre throughout summer and
autumn, which are ideal for the back of borders.
Penstemon: Endless varieties are available and all
repeat flower, a good colour range of flowers including
bi-colours, they are hardy and ideal for borders or
containers.
Sempervivum: Rosettes of flowers appear on these stiff
brightly coloured fleshy plants, they are great for
rockeries or even dry stone walls and crevices. Plant
foliage colours become more prominent during colder
months, so good for winter too.
Phlox Paniculata: This hardy perennial has been around
forever but is still hugely popular. It flowers from late
summer and into autumn, with vibrant blooms of pink,
rose, red, lilac or white.
Sedum Brilliant: Unusual looking plants with strong fleshy
upright growth that are covered in flower heads of
either, pink or rose, good for borders.
Anemone: A very popular plant that will grow in shade
or part shade, continuous flowers appear throughout
the autumn months in either, white, pink, rose or wine
red.

Monthly suggestion;
Add some solar lighting to your garden, we have a
good range of ground, wall and hanging types which
when dusk bursts into colour, it will enhance your
garden and enable you to spend longer in the evening
enjoying it. Choose from the clear crackle ice orb, the
hanging retro light bulb or coloured hanging lanterns to
name a few. They are inexpensive and all use
rechargeable batteries.
I look forward to seeing you all soon and don’t forget
we have a licenced café serving homemade scones
and cakes, and refreshing milkshakes, smoothies and
ice cream sundaes too.
Regards
Craig
Barn Farm Plants
Wardington, Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SN
(01295) 758080
www.barnfarmplants.co.uk
Join us on facebook and twitter

Cropredy Cluster Care
Vacancy for Assistant Coordinator
Due to the promotion of our assistant coordinator we now have a vacancy for a new Assistant
Coordinator. We meet once a week on a Tuesday, providing social contact, a hot meal and
activities for 12 local elderly people. The assistant helps the coordinator with the day to running
of the group and stands in for the coordinator when she is unavailable for any reason There is a
small salary for this post. Full job description and an application form are available from John
Langridge;
tel 01295 750227, email: J.Langridge@btinternet.com.
CROPREDY CLUSTER CARE
AGM
th
On 18 July 2017 the Annual General Meeting of the Cropredy Cluster Care group will take place
in Bourton Village Hall, Main Street, Great Bourton at 7.30pm. Members, volunteers and anyone
who has an interest in the work of Cluster is warmly invited to join us there. Come along and
catch up on the events of the past year and the plans for the future.
John Langridge

The Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Chacombe
YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED
The Church of St Peter and St Paul in Chacombe is in financial distress.
This message will be delivered to every house in the 14 villages surrounding Chacombe.
Your help is needed to help raise at least a thousand pounds for the Church.
The date is FRIDAY 20th OCTOBER STARTING AT 7:30 P.M.
The location is CHIPPING WARDEN VILLAGE HALL
You will be entertained by “5WAYS HARMONY CHORUS”
And “COOL N BLUE” JAZZ GROUP
Bar selling Wine, Beer, Soft drinks
Tickets £15 to include a Fish and Chip supper,
available from 1st September 2017
Contact Pat Tomalin 01295 660671 or Michael Gibbins 01295 712865
If payment by cheque please make payable to CHACOMBE P.C.C.

Wardington over 60's
Dates for your diary:
Next bingo will be on Friday 29th September
Christmas bingo Friday 24th November
Both will be doors open at 7pm and play commences at 7.30 all ages welcome.
Our annual outing this year is on Tuesday 12th September when we are going to a daytime show at Wicksteed park entitled
"Hooray for Hollywood " this includes lunch and tea and cake in the interval. This should be a very entertaining show
featuring classic songs such as Let's Face the Music, Singing in the Rain and That's Entertainment. The cost is £20 for over
60's and £25 for others. Please contact Anne 758167 or Jane 750316 as soon as possible if you would like to come along.

Cleaner wanted?
Domestic cleaner available. Excellent references. I can also collect your post, put out the
bins etc .. when you are away. Please call Amanda on 07790 035667

Events coming up …..
Classic motorcycle day 17th September Raffle for British heart foundation
Starts at 11 00 am
BBQ and tea and coffee served all day

Everyone at the Hare and Hounds would like to
wish Mrs Philips a very happy 99th birthday on 5th
of August

Events Diary

th

Sunday 13 Aug
Grounds

Family Fun Cricket Match

1.30pm

Cricket

Classic Motorcycle Day

11am

Hare

&

th

Macmillan Coffee Morning

9.30-12pm

Barn

Farm

th

Over 60s Bingo

7pm

Memorial Hall

Harvest Festival

7.30pm

Memorial Hall

Village Cinema Viceroys House

7.30pm

Memorial Hall

Cricket Club Dinner Dance

7pm

Memorial Hall

th

Thursday 17 Sept
Hounds
Friday 29 Sept
Plants
Friday 29 Sept
th

Saturday 30 Sept
th

Friday 6 Oct
st

Saturday 21 Oct

Parish and District Councillors
Mr George Page
Sabins, Upper Wardington
Tel 758122
george.ros.page@hotmail.com
Mrs Amanda Pascoe
The Mounts, Upper Wardington
Tel 758433
amanda.pascoe@hotmail.com
Mr Nigel Bankes (Chair)
Home Farm House, Williamscot
Tel 750500
nigel.bankes@btinternet.com
Mr Malcolm Patterson (Vice Chair)
The Old Granary, Wardington
Tel 750014
mandhpatterson@btinternet.com
Mr Ian Franklin
Archaban, Wardington
Tel 758347
Mr George Martin
Babbington Barn, Williamscot
Tel 07990 690 505
george@thomasmartin.co.uk
Mr Andrew Crossley
The Limes, Upper Wardington
Tel: 758705
Email: crossley_andy@yahoo.co.uk
Mr Bob Jarrett (Parish Clerk)
2 The Old Vicarage, Wardington
wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Cherwell District Councillor:
Mr Ken Atack
Eaves Cottage, Williamscot
Tel 758861
ken.atack@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Mr George Reynolds
Grange Farm, Shutford OX15 6PB
Tel: 780479
Email: George.reynolds@oxfordshire.go.uk

The young tree was given
to us by friends in Aynho
(known as ‘The Apricot
Village’) for our 20th
wedding anniversary
10 years ago. Clive
Hunt and Nigel
Bankes, the Church
Wardens
here in Wardington,
gave us permission
to plant it in the
churchyard on the
south facing wall of The
Old Granary. It obviously
likes it and produces a
good crop year after
year. This year has been
a record.
From Hilary and Malcolm

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the information printed in this newsletter, the
editor cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors that may occur. The
editor reserves the right to edit and amend any
articles submitted for publication.

