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Warbler Update
As we go to press to bring out the ‘summer’ edition, the occasional hot burst of sunshine gives a
hint of those lazy days ahead of us and of the gardens and surrounds. Grass cutters have already
been hard at work in the village and once again, we say thank you to the small army of people
who keep the Church area mowed and tidied. It is much appreciated.
In this edition we have a great variety of events including the Village Fete on June 11, a
Scarecrow competition, and a Safari Supper Event. Fairport Convention also have sent some
details and we thank Craig for his hints and tips on gardening topics.
As more village residents now have the faster broadband, a few have surfed the net to look at
changing some utility providers, possibly spurred on by recent programs suggestion that there
could be large savings to be made by so doing. One resident we spoke to has switched electricity
providers and has halved their bill. Others have said that they have changed their landline phone
providers via U switch and they also changed banks. I doubt anyone has improved their mobile
reception here but we could include some utility switch success stories in the next edition if you
feel it beneficial. Program makers would have us believe that less than 22% of people ever
change banks, insurance companies, phone companies or energy suppliers.
Local trades people frequently advertise their services in publications that pour through the letter
box, yet when they are approached, either fail to show up or do not respond. We would like to
run a page with your news of these people with both good and not so good reports. Food for
thought.
The new notice board is due to be set up as we go to press to replace the old worn out one near
to the Plough Public House. The phone box is also about to be removed from here, so this whole
area is receiving a make over.
Have a great start to summer, we next publish in August. Please keep the articles coming in.

The Oldest and youngest people in the village Mrs Evelyn Phillips who will be 99 on the 5th of August
and 3 day old baby Evelyn

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 14th February, 2017 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page (Chairman), Mr I Franklin, Mr
B Jarrett (Clerk)
Parishioners: Mr M Page, Mr J Baker, Mrs A Baker, Mrs T
Barrett.
Apologies: Mr N Bankes, Mr M Patterson, Mrs A Pascoe,
Mr G Martin, Mr A Crossley, Mr K Atack.
Mr Page declared that as there was not a quorum at
the meeting any issues requiring a decision would have
to be addressed at the next council meeting.
1.

Minutes of previous meeting. (10th January 2017)
Approval deferred until next meeting.

2.

Mr G Page requested to hear the parishioners
cases before returning to the official agenda.

2.1 Mr J Baker raised the issue of the planning
application (17/00066/F) from Thrift Energy for the
external wall insulation of council houses 2,3,5,6,7
and 9 Thorpe Road. Wardington The concerns are
relating to the appearance of the proposed works
and especially for those houses, which are semidetached, that are not being insulated. This will
involve removing the existing stone exterior and
replacing it with a synthetic material. Mrs A Baker
presented more information about the proposed
work and additional details submitted by Thrift
Energy. Although the Parish Council did not have a
quorum, it was the opinion of the councillors
present that:a. They would prefer the local stone facia to
remain the same.
b. They need assurances regarding the
difference in profile and that this would not
detract from the adjoining property not
being included in the work.
c. Although the properties are outside of the
conservation area CDC should do
everything to respect the village
appearance.
Although WPC had not objected to the Planning
Application these comments were to be forwarded
to the CDC Planning department. District councillor
Mr Atack was to visit Mrs Baker to discuss their
concerns further.
2.2 Mr M Page drew councils attention to the fact that
the lower branches of trees surrounding the sports
field had been cut down. As some these trees are
within the conservation area Mr M Page asked if
permission should have been sort before doing so.
It was pointed out that these trees had not been
trimmed for several years and that these lower
branches were impeding the mowing of the grass.
The situation was to be clarified with CDC.

3.

Matters arising from previous minutes.

3.1 HS2 Update
Mr G Page reported that HS2 had updated their
proposal of mitigating measures, for the increase in
HGVs using the A361 through Wardington, during the
construction phase. This is in reply to the OCC Highways
‘Risk Register’. There was little on offer from HS2 apart
from the widening of three corners and a few warning
signs relating to pedestrians and cyclists. Issues around
safety, noise, vibration and pollution have not been
addressed. HS2 will meet with OCC Highways at the
end of the week to discuss the measures. The
Wardington HS2 Action Group will meet tomorrow
(Wednesday 15th February) and write to OCC Highways
so that their comments can be included in their
meeting with HS2.
3.2 Cluster Care Donation
Mr Jarrett reported that following the last meeting Mr
Franklin had supplied financial accounts for the Cluster
Care Group. They relied heavily on a grant from OCC
and were uncertain whether this would continue in
2017. The group were now receiving assistance in their
fund raising. The financial details are to be circulated to
the parish councillors for discussion at the next meeting.
4. Planning
New:
1. 17/00066/F – Thrift Energy, 2,3,5,6,7 & 9 Old
Council Houses, Thorpe Road, Upper
Wardington
External wall insulation WPC - NO OBJECTION
(See point 2.1 above)
2. 17/00050/TCA – Mr Jon Oakey, Rose Cottage,
Upper Wardington.
Remove 2
trees.CDC Decisions:
3. 16/02130/F – A.J Breakspear & Son, Baizeleys
Farm, Thorpe Road, Wardington
Erecting new livestock silo. APPROVED
4. 16/00352/TCA – Mr Jon Oakey, Rose Cottage,
Upper Wardington.
Fell one
tree.- APPROVED
5. 17/00002/TCA – Mr Nigel Bankes, Home Farm
House, Williamscot
Fell two
Sycamore trees. APPROVED
6. 17/00003/TCA –Village Spinney, Cropredy Lane,
Williamscot.
Fell six trees and
reduce crown on seven other trees. APPROVED
5.

Finance.

5.1 Invoices - Cheques for authorization.
100864 Wybone Limited – Dog Bin
£201.18
100865 Clerk’s Pay – Jan 2017
£346.49
100866 PAYE – Jan 2017
£86.80
100867 Parish Magazine Printing - Warbler
£231.50

a.

We have been advised that CDC do not
object to the removal of the three
telephone kiosks within the parish. BT will
remove these in due course. Mr Jarrett
commented that the kiosk in Williamscot
has already been removed.

b.

OCC have advised that remedial work on
trees is scheduled on A361 on Williamscot
Hill which will result in single file traffic for a
period of one day.

c.

Eoscapes have advised WPC that they are
not interested in quoting for a continuation
of the grass cutting contract, that expires
on 31/03/2017. Council are now inviting
interested parties to quote for the grass
cutting contract. Mr G Page said the has
already received one quotation.

d.

Mr G Page announced that he has
received prices for suitable parking
protection mesh required for Thorpe Road.
He will be passing these on to the
interested parties.

5.2 Quotation for new notice board.
Mr Jarrett said in addition to the quotation from
Greenbarnes Ltd., he had received two further
quotations for a new notice board, to replace the old
one near the Plough Inn.
The decision is deferred until the next meeting.
5.3 Playground 200 Club draw.
Chairman requested that due to lack of councillors this
be postponed to either the next parish council meeting
or a suitable village event before then.
6.
a.

b.

7.

New Business
Unitary Council Proposal of Oxfordshire
Information has been circulated to Councillors
regarding the draft proposals. There is a
discussion meeting on the 15th February at
Banbury Town Hall. Councillors have received a
comments from Oxfordshire County Councillor
George Reynolds favouring a more local
approach. Mr Patterson has also circulated to
council his disapproval of the unitary council
and his support of the current arrangement of
CDC and the close co-operation with South
Northants. These comments will be forwarded
to OCC.
Spring Clean
We are advised by CDC that the ‘Spring Clean’
will start on the 3rd March and run until 20th
March 2017. Mr Page requested that CDC be
contacted to see if we can delay the exercise
until early April 2017.
A.O.B.

Correspondence

The meeting closed 8:50pm
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 21st March, 2017
at 7:30pm in the village hall.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 21st March, 2017 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page (Chairman), Mr M Patterson,
Mrs A Pascoe, Mr B Jarrett (Clerk)
Parishioners: Mr C Hunt.
Apologies: Mr N Bankes, Mr I Franklin, Mr G Martin, Mr A
Crossley, Mr K Atack.
7.

Minutes of previous meetings. (10th January 2017 &
14th February 2017) approved and signed.

2.

Matters arising from previous minutes.

one direction 2-way shuttle or speed restrictions through
the village.
2.2 Cluster Care Donation
Mr Jarrett reported that, although financial information
had been circulated to all councillors, we still have not
had further information as to the size of the grant, if any,
from OCC. Mr Franklin was attending a meeting with
Cluster Care that evening so hopefully we should know
more when he reports back to council. It was agreed to
defer the matter again until the next meeting.
2.3 Tree Maintenance on the Sports Field.

2.1 HS2 Update
Mr G Page reported that HS2 had had another meeting
with OCC highways regarding mitigating measures for
the increase in traffic through Wardington planned
during the construction of HS2. OCC has informed us of
the outcome, updating their Risk Register with the HS2
responses. HS2 are not addressing any problems
relating to safety, noise and vibration, which are listed
in the OCC Risk Register, and only proposing to widen
three corners and cut back vegetation where possible.
The Wardington Action group has responded to OCC
Highways expressing their disappointment and again
stressing the main concerns. A solution may be for a

Mr Jarrett reported that he had been in contact with
CDC following Mr M Page’s questioning whether
permission should have been granted before carrying
out the maintenance on trees in the sports field, the
said trees being within the Wardington conservation
area. CDC replied that yes, notice should have been
submitted to the council prior to undertaking the
work. Mr G.Page added that there were many poplar
tree suckers also in the conservation area that need
removing and that they would apply to CDC before
any work is done.
2.4 Spring Clean

Mr Jarrett confirmed that he had organised the Village
Spring Clean for Saturday 8th April.

Dianne Malley. The annual fee had increased by £13 to
cover additional workload required by HMRC.

3.

5.4 NALC pay increase of 1%
Council were reminded that the annual pay increase of
1% comes into effect on the 1st April 2017. This only
affects the clerk’s pay.

New Business (1) Mr G Page requested to hear Mr
Hunt before returning to the official agenda.
3.1 Mr C Hunt addressed the council meeting to raise
awareness and concerns relating to a recent
announcement for plans to build a service station
between junction 11 of the M40 and the A361 to the
east. The service station would also include a lorry park
and an eighty bed hotel. The land comprising of 13
hectares, as detailed in Banbury policy 15 of the Local
Plan, has been designated for economic development
to create 1,000 jobs for Office, General Industrial, and
Storage and Distribution use. Mr Hunt expressed that a
service station did not satisfy those definitions and
would not contribute much to the 1,000 jobs. He
questioned whether a service station at Junction 11
was required, seeing that there was one at junction 10,
to the south and one close to junction 12 to the north.
Also, that close by junction 11 there was a McDonalds
and Starbucks in the Gateway retail Park and a Toby
Carvery, a Holiday Inn and a petrol station in Ermont
Way. Traffic at junction 11 is already very busy and a
service station would only add unnecessary traffic from
and to the motorway. In addition the junction will also
have to handle the increase in traffic expected by the
construction of HS2.
On 20th March Chacombe village had a presentation
by Euro Garages to promote the development. Council
agreed that, although it is outside of our parish, the
scheme is not desirable and we should liaise with
Chacombe to oppose it.
4.

5.

Planning
New:
8. 17/00322/F – Mr David Adshead, Home Farm,
Williamscot
Erection of two timber stables and storage.
WPC - NO OBJECTION
CDC Decisions:
9. 17/00066/F – Thrift Energy, 2,3,5,6,7 & 9 Old
Council Houses, Thorpe Road, Upper
Wardington
External wall insulation PERMISSION REFUSED
10. 17/00050/TCA – Mr Oakey, Rose Cottage,
Thorpe Road. Upper Wardington Remove:- 2
Trees of unknown species. PERMISSION
GRANTED

5.5 Invoices - Cheques for authorization.
100868 Clerk’s Pay – Feb 2017
£346.69
100869 PAYE – Feb 2017
£86.60
100870 OALC – Annual Subscription
£133.07
100871 VOID
100872 Clerk’s Pay – March. 2017
£346.69
100873 PAYE – March 2017
£86.60
5.6 Playground 200 Club draw.
February draw, postposed from last council meeting:
100640 £20
Mr & Mrs S Gibbs
100641 £10
Mr C Morgan
March Draw:
100642 £20
Mr & Mrs S McCloghry
100643 £10
Mrs L Turnock
6. New Business (2)
6.1 Unitary Council Proposal of Oxfordshire
Mr Atack was to present to council an update on the
proposals but had to attend an extraordinary meeting
of parishes at Bodicote House on this very topic. The
meeting is to set out a response to the proposal of
Oxfordshire County Council (and its new partners, South
Oxfordshire District Council and the Vale of White Horse
District Council) for a single county unitary authority in
Oxfordshire. Cherwell District Council, West Oxfordshire
District Council and Oxford City Council oppose this
and believe they have a better alternative, for our local
area, and for the UK economy as a whole.

7.

A.O.B.

Correspondence
a.

Council have received a letter from the
Banbury Advice Centre for a financial
contribution. Cllr. M Patterson said he
would make inquiries to see how this
charity operates differently to, or
complements, the Citizen Advice Bureau.

b.

Council have been contacted by the CDC
Conservation Officer in respect of a reappraisal of the Williamscot Conservation
Area. A meeting at the Wardington Village
Hall, for consultation, is to be organized in
April or May 2017.

Remove 1 x Ash Tree, PERMISSION REFUSED, to
be subject a tree preservation order.
Finance.

5.1 Quotation for new notice board.
Considering the three quotations received to supply a
new notice board for the village it was decided to
place the order locally with David Adshead,
Williamscot. Cost of £1,000 plus £190 installation..
5.2 Grass Cutting Contract
To date we had only received one quotation for the
grass cutting contract and were waiting to receive a
second. A third quotation was being investigated.
5.3 Renewal of Payroll Services Contract.
It was agreed to accept a new contract and to
continue with the current payroll services provider,

The meeting closed 8:40pm
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 18th April, 2017 at
7:30pm in the village hall.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting
(DRAFT)

Location: Wardington Memorial Hall
Date: Tuesday, 18th April, 2017 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page (Chairman), Mr M Patterson,
Mr I Franklin, Mr G Martin,
Mr K Atack (District
Councillor), Mr B Jarrett (Clerk)
Parishioners: Ms C Jokumsen, Mr N Bond.
Apologies: Mr N Bankes, , Mr A Crossley, , Mrs A Pascoe
8.

Minutes of previous meetings. (21st March, 2017)
approved and signed.

8.

Matters arising from previous minutes.

2.1 HS2 Update
Mr G Page reported that the Wardington HS2 Action
Group was meeting with OCC Highways on the 27th
April for an update on the HS2 mitigation measures and
how these are addressing the points listed in the OCC
Risk Register. Ms Jokumsen and Mr Bond expressed their
concern regarding the proposed widening of corners
on the A361 and raised the issue of how the driving line
of the traffic was changing to avoid the increasing
number of potholes, especially around the corner
section near to the Hare and Hounds. They were both
fearful that increase vibration would cause structural
problems to their property. Mr Page stated that as yet
HS2 were only proposing to widen the corners and
reduce vegetation on the roadside and not addressing
the issues around pedestrian safety, noise and vibration
caused by the increase in traffic volumes .He hoped
that, following the meeting with OCC Highways, the
Action Group would be in a position to give the village
more information details.
2.2 Cluster Care request for financial donation
Mr Franklin reported that the annual grant from OCC to
Cluster Care, of approximately £9,000 had now ceased.
This has now been replaced by a two year transitional
fund and that Cluster Care were making an application
for £4,500. The future is still uncertain and there would
be a shortfall in the overall budget, where the major
expenses are salaries, hall hire and lunches. Mr Martin
proposed that we make a donation of £100 to Cluster
Care, this was seconded and agreed.
2.3 Banburyshire Advice Centre request for financial
donation .
Mr Patterson advised council that the Banburyshire
Advice Centre was set up some 18 months ago to offer
advice to people over 50 on such things as career
opportunities, job applications and form filling. It is a not
for profit charity receiving support from The Lottery
Fund. They are now located at the Alcan site and open
10 hours a week, operated by local volunteers. They are
not part of the Citizens Advice Bureau which still
remains in Cornhill and is supported by CDC.
Considering the facts council did not support the
request for a financial donation.
9.

Planning
New:
1. 17/00115/TCA – Mrs Holbech, Wardington
Lodge, Wardington

Fell 1* Lime Tree and reduce the height of
1*Catalpa tree.
WPC - NO
OBJECTION.
2. 17/00695/F – Mrs Acors, The Plough Inn , Upper
Wardington
Variation to appl. 16/00367/F WPC - NO
OBJECTION.
CDC Decisions:
3. ACV033 Notification of End of Full Moratorium for
Asset of Community Value. The Plough Inn, Upper
Wardington.
The owner is now free, for a further 12 months,
to sell the property without restrictions.
Council had also received a letter from the
community interest group (Phoenix Pub 2016
Ltd.) advising that they were not proceeding
with submitting a bid for the Plough Public
House in Upper Wardington.
10. Finance.
4.1 Grass Cutting Contract appointment.
Mr Page reported that, although three quotations were
requested, only one contractor submitted a quotation.
Council were happy to award the contract to N R
Prickett, from Epwell who maintains the grass cutting for
many other villages in the area. He has been
contracted for 12 months to perform at least 10 cuts
during the growing period at £300 per cut.
4.2 Invoices - Cheques for authorization.
100874 SKA – Website Hosting
£120.00
100875 CDC – Empty Dog Bins
£288.29
100876 Wardington Memorial Hall – Room Hire
£170.00
100877 PAYE – April 2017
£87.40
4.1 Playground 200 Club draw.
April Draw:
100644 £20
100645 £10

Mr & Mrs T Cochrane
Mr P J Worthington

11. New Business
5.1 Proposed Service Station, Junction 11, M40
Minutes from the meeting between Euro Garages and
Chacombe Village were circulated to councillors for
information. The minutes contained very little apart from
what was already known. Mr Atack said that as yet no
official planning application had been received from
Euro Garages. Euro Garages were unwilling to give any
details of the expected increase volume of traffic using
facility. The site known as Banbury 15 Project, from the
Local Plan, is described in the Master Plan as a
‘strategic employment site to deliver the planned
growth in advanced engineering and knowledge
based industries’. Mr Atack said that the council can
change that. Until the planning application has been
received there was little we could do. Although, outside
of our parish we would be informed of the planning

application. Council will object strongly to this
development.
5.2 Unitary Council Proposal of Oxfordshire
Mr Atack confirmed the proposal from Oxfordshire
County Council for a single county unitary authority in
Oxfordshire and that Cherwell District Council, West
Oxfordshire District Council and Oxford City Council
were opposed to this and wanted the proposal
delayed from being approved until other alternatives
had been reviewed. A campaign with a petition ‘Sign
to Save Cherwell’ had been launched but he felt that
there was little public interest. Mr Atack said that owing
to the calling of a General Election, a decision would
probably not be made until the autumn.
5.3 Village upkeep and tidy appearance.
Mr Patterson raised the issue that more could be done
to improve the general appearance of the village. This
includes the verges, paving, footpaths and road signs.
Although several people do what they can, there were
still areas where there was room for improvement. Mr
Franklin pointed out that, for those people already
helping, there were safety issues to consider, especially
when working next to the main roads. Mr Patterson said
that one issue was damage to the grass verges and
perhaps a good start would be to insert posts at
intervals to deter vehicles from mounting and
destroying verges. It was agreed that council should
investigate placing posts on the grass verge running
from the bus stop at Corner Mount up to opposite
Orchard Cottage.

12. A.O.B.
a.

Mr Franklin raised the issue regarding the
deterioration of the road surface on the
A361 between Wardington Grange and
the village gates. OCC Highways are to be
notified.

b.

Mt Atack announced that Mr Ian Fuller was
to take over the responsibility of the local
tickets for the Fairport concert.

c.

Mr Page mentioned that cricket nets had
been erected by the pavilion and
questioned whether there were any issues
about insurance, in case of accident, and
whether permission was required, although
it was a temporary construction. CDC to
be consulted.

d.

Mr Jarrett announced that the AGM will be
on Tuesday 23rd May at 7:00pm prior to the
council meeting.

The meeting closed 8:55pm
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 23rd May, 2017 at
7:30pm in the village hall.

NEWS FROM ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH

CHURCHYARD
The records of all the graves where the headstone (or similar monument) is legible have now been brought
right up to date. They can be found at http://www.wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/churchyard/ along
with the plan of the churchyard. If any assistance is required please contact either Clive Hunt (758087) or
Roderick Stell (758301).
Following the article in the February issue all but one of the families of relatives whose headstones had to be
laid flat for safety reasons has been contacted. Thank to those who assisted in this task.
The maintenance of the Churchyard is carried out by an entirely voluntary team. Any able bodied
parishioner who would like to assist with the mowing and strimming, either on a regular or ad hoc basis,
please contact Clive Hunt (758087).

BANBURY FOODBANK
Thank you to everyone who has already supported the Banbury Food bank via the box situated in the
Church. A considerable number of loads have already been delivered to the central Food bank. The
original plan was for this just to be a winter project but, given its success and the on going need, it has now
been decided to make it permanent. So please continue to give generously but note “no fresh food, only
packaged food”.

CONFIRMATION SERVICE – CHANGE OF DATE
The service of Confirmation referred to in the last issue of The Warbler will now take place on Sunday, 19th
November at 6.00pm at All Saints, Great Bourton. It is open to young people from 12 years old and adults.
Look out for more details, and contact Revd Hilary Campbell, vicar@thecampbells.demon.co.uk, telephone
750385 with any questions and to register your interest.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting took place on 26th April in the Church. At the meeting Nigel Bankes
and Clive Hunt were re-elected Churchwardens. In addition to the Churchwardens the following were
elected as lay members of the Parochial Church Council – Roderick Stell, Andrew Steven and Sue Upton.
Sue Upton was also appointed or representative on the Deddington Deanery Synod. The existing
sidespersons – Jan Funnell, Roderick Stell, Andrew Steven and Anne Wilkins – were re-appointed.

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH: Services: May 2017 – July 2017
Please check Church notice board and the Church monthly newsletter for further information and
confirmation of these times.
SUNDAY SERVICES
May
May
May
May

7th
14th
21st
28th

10.00am
3.15pm
10.00am
8.30am

Family Service
Fremund Service - Cropredy
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)

June
June
June
June

4th
11th
18th
25th

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
8.30am

Family Service
United Benefice Communion – Great Bourton
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)

July
July
July
July

2nd
10.00am
Family Service
9th
10.00am
United Benefice Communion - Mollington
th
16
10.00am
Family Communion
8.30am
Holy Communion (BCP)

23rd

WEEKDAY SERVICES
May
July

31st
5th

9.00am
9.00am

Every Tuesday 12.00noon

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

Midday Communion (Iona Liturgy) – Cropredy

UPDATE FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL
TERRACE
As The Warbler goes to press work is taking place to complete the last phase of the original refurbishment
project. On the south-west side of the terrace the retaining wall (currently derelict) is being rebuilt together
with further paving and fencing to be followed by some shrub planting on the higher level. Our grateful
thanks for funding the cost go to Will Pease who has always been very keen to see his mother’s vision – a
‘new’ Wardington Memorial Hall – completed in full.

LADY WARDINGTON ROOM
The re-furnishing of the Lady Wardington Room to provide a more business like meeting environment is now
almost complete. The boardroom style tables and chairs are in place and the roman blinds have been
fitted. Wifi with BT Infinity super-fast broadband has been installed and there will be a 42” flat screen for
business presentations and similar use.
From June onwards the room will be marketed more widely as a business meeting venue with excellent
facilities at a very modest cost.
The Trustees are grateful to the Williamscot Committee for the donation of a grant of £1,000 towards the
refurnishing cost.

LOOKING AHEAD........
Following redecoration of the main hall last October all the service areas and the Lady Wardington Room
will be redecorated this month – once again no changes to the principal colour scheme!

The Committee is currently considering:
• Replacement of the old card tables (what’s left of them!) with a number of small square tables
• A set of portable staging blocks to provide a dais for use on occasions such as quiz or bingo events
• Outside furniture for the terrace
• A portable amplification system

WARDINGTON VILLAGE CINEMA
The next film night is Friday 19th May with the screening of “The Girl on the Train”. Further film nights are
planned every other month on the third Friday – for your diary the dates are: 15th July (Saturday + BBQ), 15th
September and 17th November.
TO BOOK THE HALL
E-mail: wardington.hall@btinternet.com or call Paul Bimson: 01295 758855 or Clive Hunt: 01295 758087.
Hall owned chairs, tables, crockery, cutlery, glasses are available for hire for nominal sums subject to the
requirements of hall based events. Apply as above.

Gardener’s Diary

A busy April has now passed and we enjoyed some mild weather. With May now here we can tentatively
encourage the planting of your summer bedding, but please be aware that night time frosts would kill any
annual bedding plants or tender vegetable seedlings,
Planting
With this in mind towards the end of May is plenty early enough for planting out summer bedding or
hanging out your basket, but you can get a head start on planting your summer baskets and containers if
you can allocate them a space in your greenhouse for the month! Make sure that you are using a good
compost, add water retentive gel and a season long granular feed, if the compost doesn’t already include
these. Once the basket is planted pinch back all the plants to encourage bushy growth, this will reward you
with more flower growth later on. Once established liquid feed them once a week to give them that extra
help and water them daily so as not to let them dry out.
Some bedding will withstand cold evenings better than others, for example antirrhinum are far more robust
than marigolds as are petunias than lobelia so ask for our advice. If it is instant colour you are looking for
why not try hardy rockery plants or herbaceous perennials many of which will be showing lovely colour
already.
Pruning
Tie in the new stems of hybrid clematis, also climbing roses and sweet peas. Cut back dead wood on
Japanese maples to a healthy shoot and prune forsythia, quince and flowering currant bushes once
flowering has finished. Prune tender shrubs such as penstemon, fuchsia and hebe to a healthy shoot and
cut back aubretia, arabis and alyssum once they have finished flowering. Plant out dahlia, canna and
gladioli and sow wallflower, pansy and polyanthus seeds for your winter displays.
Lawns
Try to mow your lawn weekly and feed established lawns if not already done so with a high nitrogen lawn
food. Dandelions are everyone’s nightmare! Remove flower heads before they go to seed, failing to do so
will enable them to multiply quickly. Mow around bulb foliage until early June, then you may mow over
them. Over seeding of bare patches can still be done during the early part of the month.
General Jobs
Support herbaceous plants such as delphiniums, lupins and peonies with a good plant support. Tie in sweet
peas using a soft twine or sweet pea rings, removing side shoots will result in longer stemmed flowers.
Feed acid loving plants such as rhododendron, azalea and camellia after flowering to avoid yellowing of
the leaves, there are granular season long types which work very well.
Start spraying rose bushes with a combined fungicide and insecticide to prevent any black spot or rust
appearing and to combat greenfly. Watch out for lily beetles, vine weevil larvae and aphids and treat at
the first sign of infestation.
Fruit and Vegetables
Continue to sow and thin out rows of vegetables such as salad leaf, radish, spring onions, carrots and
spinach on a regular basis to ensure a constant supply and to avoid them running to seed. Earth up main
crop seed potatoes around four times after planting before letting them grow through. Hoe between rows
in the vegetable garden weekly to loosen any germinated weeds to stop them taking hold. Protect fruit
trees and gooseberry bushes from birds with a suitable net. Birds can wipe out crops very quickly if left
unprotected.

Wild Birds
For your garden birds switch to a seed mix, sunflower hearts or nyger seed rather than peanuts or suet treats
now that fledglings are around, make sure a fresh supply of water is available in birdbaths for drinking and
washing. As a treat use dried mealworm instead of the fatty suet balls, reintroduce these again in the colder
autumn months.

Plant of the Month
Here are a few plants which you must include on your summer bedding shopping list:
Hardy garden lilies: many of which have scent.
Begonia Million Kisses: great in large pots and tubs, millions of flowers.
Argyranthemum Madeira (Marguerites): very popular summer bedding plant with large colourful flowers
ideal for pots or borders.
Osteospermum Serenity: brightly coloured flowers throughout the summer month’s ideal for a sunny aspect.
Fuchsia Buds of May: large double flowers all summer long, excellent for hanging baskets.

Tip of the Month;
Keep on top of the slug and snail situation! There are slug pellets which if used as directed are safe around
hedgehogs, birds, pets and children please ask for advice on this issue. Alternatively we have the soil
association approved and organic ‘slug gone’ wool pellets, these are a highly effective barrier against slugs
and snails, containing naturally occurring slow release nutrients, also acting as a mulching material to help
retain soil moisture. This product proved extremely popular last year and stocks ran out, so buy early to
avoid disappointment.
We look forward to seeing you over the next couple of months for your summer bedding and garden
essentials and remember should you need help or advice just ask…. Happy gardening!
Regards
Craig

Gardener’s Diary

June brings us the longest day of the year! So there are no excuses for not being in the garden, even after a
long day at work what better way is there to unwind? If you haven’t already done so plant up all your pots,
containers and baskets with lovely summer bedding, we have a comprehensive range all grown here at the
garden centre to ensure excellent quality.
Planting
Fill any gaps in herbaceous borders with annual bedding plants, cosmos perform well, waving in the breeze
and giving good flower colour, begonias are particularly good for dry sunny borders or those in partial
shade. Why not treat your pagoda, fence or shed to a lovely hanging basket! Even those in shade can
benefit if you choose the correct plants. The playhouse should always have a planted window box, your
children will love to help plant it, you could let them choose their plants and give them the job of keeping it

watered. Continue to sow pansy, viola and wallflower seeds for winter and spring colour.
Garden Maintenance
Hoe weeds regularly to avoid them going to seed and drastically multiplying. Put wildlife, pet and child
friendly slug pellets around all fleshy plants to avoid them being eaten alive! A barrier of course grit or wool
pellets around hosta plants will help protect them from slugs and snails. Once bulbs have died down
completely remove the foliage but don’t do this too early as you will have ‘blind’ bulbs next year. Give
them a liquid fertiliser.
Wild Birds
The wild birds will needs fresh water to bathe in and drink, feed them with a good seed mix staying away
from peanuts as fledglings can choke on them. No Mess seed mixes are increasingly popular these are
made up of seed types that won’t germinate underneath your feeders if dropped by the birds. Dried
mealworms make an excellent complement to seed mixes.
Pruning and Supporting
Spray roses against pests and disease and support any climbing or rambling varieties. Prune Montana
clematis hard once it has finished flowering and tie in any other varieties ,also prune spring flowering shrubs
such as philadelphus, deutzia and weigelia towards the end of the month. Be brutal by cutting out a third of
older wood, enabling next year’s flowers to form on this year’s growth. Dead head oriental poppies,
delphiniums and lupins doing so may encourage more flowers. Euphorbia flowers heads have a habit of
picking up mildew if not removed. Cuttings can be taken of garden pinks if you wish to increase plant
numbers.
Lawns
Mow your lawn as often as practical, a regular trim will thicken the grass and keep it a lush green. Selected
weed killers are available for lawns that kill weeds but not grass including the dreaded dandilions,
remember not to let dandilions go to seed as they will soon multiply. For those not wishing to apply weed
killers there are effective tools for removing weeds manually.
Fruit and Vegetables
Strawberries will now be fruiting, keep birds away by using a net over the plants and hang old cd’s around
the crop to act as a deterrent. Put straw or mulch mats under the fruit to keep them clean and disease free.
Peg down any runners to increase plant numbers for next year. Many vegetable crops can still be sown, like
salad leaf, spring onions, radishes and carrots. Plant out runner beans, French beans, squash and courgette,
pinch side shoots from tomatoes and keep protected from chilly nights. Continue to earth up your main
crop potatoes, generally do this three or four times before letting them go to flower. Once the flowers are
over the potatoes are ready to harvest. Purchase a liquid concentrate food suitable for your tomatoes,
peppers and cucumbers, begin feeding the plants with these once the first fruits begin to set. Try to give
vegetables and fruit crops a regular concentrated feed too such as liquid seaweed.

Plants of the Month
Alstromeria: Repeat flowering dwarf hybrid varieties of the garden favourite.
Gaura: Endless whispy brightly coloured flowers grace this tender perennial.
Nemesia: Bedding varieties with attractive bicoloured flowers such as berries and cream, sunshine and
mirabella, some are fragrant too.
Trailing Ivy leaf Geraniums: The perfect fit for dry areas in full sun or where watering is difficult. Because the
plants naturally have moisture within their leaves they adept well to such situations and produce vibrant
flowers all summer long.
Monthly suggestion;
Why not plant some hardy shrubs and herbaceous perennials which attract bees, butterflies and other
wildlife into your garden, the list of plants which do so is comprehensive but here are some suggestions.
English Lavender: Varieties such as hidcote and munstead are vastly popular as they flower on a relatively
compact plant and hold the flower well into autumn.
Buddleja: For those who can’t accommodate the larger growing varieties smaller more compact types
such as buzz are available.
Honeysuckle: Available in either climbing form or bush types.
Lavatera (Mallow): large growing shrubs with showy flowers in pink, white or rosea

A selection of perennials such as, foxgloves, catmint (nepeta), scabious, campanula, coreopsis, gaillardia,
sedum spectable and verbena rigida will help fill the borders too.

We are doing a Sunday Roast on Father’s Day so why not treat him to a meal, pre booking is essential. We
have plenty of suitable gifts, including locally brewed beers and flavoured wines, gardening implements
and not forgetting gift vouchers.
I look forward to seeing you over the next month for all your bedding and basket plants.
Regards
Craig
Barn Farm Plants
Wardington, Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SN
(01295) 758080
www.barnfarmplants.co.uk
Join us on facebook and twitter

Wardington Garden Club
2017 Programme

Wednesday 29 March at 7.45

AGM in the Village Hall

Wednesday 26 April at 7.30

Illustrated talk about tulips, Wardington Manor
Courtesy of Bridget Elworthy

Monday 5 June at 6.30
Meet at Village Hall 6.00

Visit to The Rectory, Main Street, Aston-le-Walls, NN11 6UF
Courtesy of Phillip Astley-Jones

Sunday 11 June at 2.00

Wardington Village Fete (A Celebration of Flowers),
Wardington Manor

Wednesday 28 June at 6.30
Meet at Village Hall 6.00

Visit to Lois Weedon House, Lois Weedon, Northants, NN12 8PJ
Courtesy of Lady Sue Greenaway

Wednesday 12 July at 6.30
Depart Village Hall at 5.55

Visit to Rousham Park & Gardens, Rousham, OX25 4QU
Courtesy of Charles Cottrell-Dormer

Saturday 2 September at 2.30
Village Hall

Flower Show
Booking-in Friday 1 September 6.00 to 7.30

A Weekday Evening in November
Village Hall

Guest Speaker

Potential Members and Guests welcome to come to any of our meetings
For further information please contact Jane Pearson (750316) or Malcolm Patterson (750014)

MID-SUMMER SAFARI SUPPER 2017

Building on the success of the past ten years the Friends of St. Mary Magdalene Church
in Wardington, would like to invite you to take part in this very popular event, designed to
provide the opportunity for villagers old and new to meet and socialise whilst raising funds
to maintain our beautiful Church.
You can join in by:
(a)

Offering to host 4 or more people (plus hosts = 6) for supper, main course only with wine.

(b)

Providing a pudding for ‘After Dinner’ held at the Memorial Hall.

(c)

Simply purchasing a ticket to attend the evening’s activities.

The evening will begin with a drinks reception in the churchyard when
you will have the chance to meet your hosts and fellow guests.

The programme for the evening is as follows:
7.15pm

Drinks and canapés at St Mary Magdalene Church provided by the Friends of St. Mary Magdalene, Wardington.

7.45pm

Main Course Supper with wine at the house of your allocated hosts.

9:30pm

Pudding and Cheese at the Memorial Hall (Cash bar provided).

Tickets are £17.00 per head (concessions £10.00). Hosts need only apply for one ticket

PLEASE BOOK EARLY AS PLACES ARE SOLD QUICKLY AND
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED
For further information and to secure your place please contact:
Philippa Hunt, Stud Farm House, Wardington OX17 1RU Tel: 01295 758 087
or email philippa.hunt@btinternet.com

Cropredy Women’s Institute
Invites you to come and join their meetings, held in the village hall at 7:20 pm.
Tuesday June 13: The History of Pinewood Studios with Mike Payne
Tuesday July 11: A Summer Garden Party ( details nearer the time)
Saturday September 9: A Passion For Pearls – a workshop and talk
Plus refreshments with homemade cake, a raffle and sales table
We would love to see you there! A relaxed and convivial atmosphere with no pressure or jam
making.
Any queries to Frances Whitaker 01295 758448
CROPREDY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Summer activities
May 17 Visit to Cogges Manor Farm at Witney – meet at The Green, Cropredy at 10:00 if you can offer or
require transport to this fascinating collection – with orchards and gardens seen on Downton Abbey!
Admission £6. Open 9:00 to 4:30 p.m. if you’d like to make your own way there.
Thursday June 15 Guided Walk round Syresham Village, as guests of Syresham History Society.
Car-sharing from The Green at 10:00, to start the walk at 10:30. There will be light refreshments at the hall
to conclude the visit. Syresham History Society would like an estimate of numbers for catering purposes,
so please let Sue Lester (01295 750397 or suelester13@gmail.com) or Mark Christodolou (01295 758362)
know by Sunday June 11 if you’re planning to come.
Wednesday July 19 Chivel Farm, Heythrop. This is a joint visit with Cropredy Gardening Club.
Cost: £7.50 to include tea/coffee and biscuits. Please meet at Cropredy Village Green at 1:45 p.m. to
arrange transport. Please let Sue Lester (contact details above) know if you’d like to join us. Chivel
Farm is a beautiful country garden with extensive views. Designed for continuous interest with colour
schemed borders, unusual trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants,small formal white garden and conservatory.
There’s more information about the garden in the NGS Yellow Book. We can send you a map.

Scarecrow Competition
This ever-popular event is coming back to Wardington.
Join in the fun on Sunday, 11th June, during the Summer Fete, and
create a fantastic scarecrow based on the theme of a children's
book or a character from one.
Display your fantastic creation in front of your house for the week
prior to the Fete and they will be judged on the day. Prizes will be
awarded.
There will be an entry fee of £5 to go towards the funds raised by
the fete.
Please collect your entry form from Jane Meredith, Orchard
Cottage.

CROPREDY CLUSTER CARE
As I am preparing to move out of the area Cropredy Cluster Care Group is
looking for someone to take on the post of Chair of the Management
Committee. Once a week Cluster provides social contact, activities and a
hot meal for 12 elderly members, drawn from Cropredy and surrounding
villages. The day to day running of the group is carried out by a paid
organiser and assistant aided by a team of volunteers. The role of the chair
is to support the organiser and provide leadership for the Management
Committee, who oversee the work and meet 6 times a year. It is not a
particularly onerous role and there is no requirement to be at the meeting
every week. But it is a very fulfilling role as the work of Cluster is very
important, providing a lifeline to our members who might otherwise be
isolated in the community.
If you want to make a contribution to community life then this may be a way
for you to be involved. If you are interested you can find out more by giving
me a call or emailing me.
John Langridge
01295 750227
Email: J.Langridge@btinternet.com

Fairport Cropredy Convention
This year’s Festival is being held from 10th to 12th August and
villager passes will again be available.
Priority is given to Williamscot residents but the expectation is
that villagers from both communities can be accommodated
although the likelihood remains that a ballot may be needed.
I will circulate the usual details to Williamscot residents in June
but Wardington residents may wish to register in advance by emailing me their requirements to ianfuller1@btinternet.com
including full applicant names and addresses. I will confirm
receipt and deal with any immediate queries pending
finalisation of the community list in early July.
The pass price will remain at £40.
For the record, applicants need to be permanent residents of
Wardington and children up to 12 years of age, accompanied
by an adult, qualify for free admission.
If any clarification is required, please contact me as below.
Ian Fuller
Stonebrook House, Williamscot. OX17 1AB
01295 750926 or 07541 833399.

30th July 2017 10am till 1pm
Grace House Byfield

Beer & Music Festival , Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th July .
A weekend of fun, including Live Bands , Real Ales , BBQ, raffle
and Bouncy Castle. So come along and join us for a fun filled weekend
– Free entry!

Wardington over 60s Bingo
Our next bingo will be on a Friday 16th June doors
open 7pm eyes down 7.30 look forward to seeing you all there.
We are running a tombola stall at the village fete on 11th June.
Any donations of prizes welcome. Please contact Anne, 3
Chapel Cottages on 758167
We will be arranging our usual summer outing details of date
and location yet to be decided. Please look out for more
nformation to follow in the village news in the Banbury
Guardian or by invitation through your door.

Afternoon Tea & Seated Zumba
An Afternoon Tea is held the LAST THURSDAY of every month in the Memorial Hall
from 2 - 4pm.
A donation is welcomed to cover the cost of hiring the hall and a raffle is
held. Come meet
old friends and make new ones while enjoying delicious baked cakes and biscuits.
Seated Zumba is held the SECOND THURSDAY of every month in the Memorial Hall
at 2 pm.
All welcome for a more gentle zumba experience.
Exceptions for the month of June:
*Due to the election on 8th June, please check notices for an alternative seated
Zumba date for this month.
*Due to a wedding at the end of June, our Afternoon Tea is being brought forward
this month
to the 22nd of June.

Vacancy for Cropredy Cluster Care Organiser
Due to the retirement of our long serving organiser,
Moya, we are looking for a new person to lead our
Cropredy Cluster Care Group. We meet once a
week on a Tuesday, providing social contact, a hot
meal and activities for 12 local elderly people. The
organiser is responsible for, among other things,
managing our team of volunteers, arranging the
activities and assessing new residents.
This is a paid post. Full job description and an
application form are available from John Langridge;
tel 01295 750227, email: J.Langridge@btinternet.com.
Closing Date for applications Friday 12th May

Events Diary
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Village Cinema

8pm

Memorial Hall

th

Village Fete

2pm

Wardington Manor

th

Scarecrow Competition

2pm

Wardington Manor

th

Fathers Day Roast

rd

Safari Supper

7.15pm

Church

Beer & Music Festival

All Day

Hare & Hounds

19 May
11 June
11 June
18 June
23 June
rd

th

23 /24 June

Barn Farm Plants

Parish and District Councillors
Mr George Page (Chair)
Sabins, Upper Wardington
Tel 758122
george.ros.page@hotmail.com
Mrs Amanda Pascoe
The Mounts, Upper Wardington
Tel 758433
amanda.pascoe@hotmail.com
Mr Nigel Bankes
Home Farm House, Williamscot
Tel 750500
nigel.bankes@btinternet.com
Mr Malcolm Patterson
The Old Granary, Wardington
Tel 750014
mandhpatterson@btinternet.com
Mr Ian Franklin
Archaban, Wardington
Tel 758347
Mr George Martin
Babbington Barn, Williamscot
Tel 07990 690 505
george@thomasmartin.co.uk
Mr Andrew Crossley
The Limes, Upper Wardington
Tel: 758705
Email: crossley_andy@yahoo.co.uk
Mr Bob Jarrett (Parish Clerk)
2 The Old Vicarage, Wardington
wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Cherwell District Councillor:
Mr Ken Atack
Eaves Cottage, Williamscot
Tel 758861
ken.atack@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

WARDINGTON SPORTS FIELD – A PERIODIC NOTICE AND
DISCLAIMER

All visitors and users of the Sportsfield are reminded that
they do so at entirely their own risk.
No responsibility nor liability for any accidents, theft, loss
or damage to persons or their vehicles or equipment will
be accepted by the Owners, their Agent nor
Management Committee will be accepted at any time,
however and whenever caused.
Dog Fouling : When on the field, would you please
clean up after your dogs and place the waste in the
dog bins provided.
The field is owned privately with a public footpath within
it, thanks to the historical and current generosity given
to the village, please do use it and keep it clean so that
we all may enjoy the benefits of this generosity.
I would like to thank all members of the Sportsfield
Management Committee for their very hard and loyal
work that they have done and continue to contribute; it
is very much appreciated.
Thank you and with Very Best Wishes,
Robert Harwood
Owners Agent

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the information printed in this newsletter, the
editor cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors that may occur. The
editor reserves the right to edit and amend any
articles submitted for publication.

