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Warbler Update
This month we have a bumper edition of The Warbler with a trial of colour versus the usual black and white. Once
news was out that the Parish Council had approved a colour edition we were swamped with such great pictures of
the summer activities that we thought we could not miss the opportunity to brag about our people and their events
in this edition. Please give us feedback regarding this change so that the Parish Council can gauge the value of
this new production. We hope that the new format will encourage more contributions to The Warbler (it looks like it
has already worked!) and bring in some more advertisers to help with the costs. The Wardington Net website is a
wonderful help for getting up to date information but numerous people have said that nothing actually beats the
paper copy that pops through their letter box!
We have a change of printer this month as well, so we hope you get your Warbler a little earlier in the month. If
th
anyone gets their magazine after 10 August please could you email the editor so we can try and find a better
distribution route!
The summer has encouraged more people to get out and about and enjoy the countryside but some residents
have become quite precious about their surroundings and suggested that walkers my not walk near their property.
The Ramblers Association has a web site and articles that cover the Right to Roam so please don’t be put off by
this ‘privacy’. We will happily cover this in the next issue or you can visit the Wardington Net Forum and make
comments!
Just in case summer slips past without any of those golden sunshine days, we have included some snapshots of
the village that were taken just as we went to press in July. Once again we would like to thank all those people
who keep the grass and gardens trimmed at the church, and keep the village in general tidy and litter free. Your
efforts do not go unnoticed!
Please feel free to send in articles and adverts for local events to us. The more informed we are the better.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting held at Wardington Memorial
on Tuesday, 24th May, 2016 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page (Chair), Mr M Patterson, Mr I Franklin,
Mr A Crossley,

Ms A Pasco, Mr G Martin, Mr K Atack

Zurich is a main player in Council Insurance and there is nothing in
the small print to be concerned with. OALC were insured with AON

(District Councillor), Mr B Jarrett (Clerk),
Parishioners: Mr C Hunt, Ms S Merry, Mrs R Page, Ms H Page, Ms J
Funnell, Mrs C Merry, Mr P Mason, Mr R Anson, Mr S Reynolds, Mrs
K Reynolds.
Apologies: Mr N Bankes, Mr K Atack (for early departure)
1.

until recently. It was agreed to accept the AON quotation and
appoint them as our insurers for 2016-17.
4.3

Invoices - Cheques for authorization:-

100827

Clerk’s pay for April
277.47

nd

Minutes of previous meeting.(19 April, 2016) Approved and

100828

PAYE April

signed.
2.

69.20
100829

Wardington Memorial Hall (Hire of Hall)

100830

Roger Gooding Printing Services (Warbler)

100831

Annette Reed, Internal Audit

100832

Clerk’s pay for May

100833

PAYE May

100834

AON Insurance (Parish Insurance)

Matters arising from previous minutes.

160.00

HS2 Update
Mr Page reported that we had sent our petition to the House of Lords
with a list of demands. We are in communication with both OCC and
HS2 and any developments or updates will be placed on the
Wardington website. Victoria Prentis (MP), has written directly to the
Secretary of State for Transport regarding the unsuitability of A361
through Wardington and asking for comments in respect of a bypass. We have received a reply explaining the situation, how we can
proceed with the campaign, and what funds may be available for

132.78
100.00
277.27
69.40
472.32

such a project. An Action Group meeting will be arranged soon to
decide next steps. Mr Crossley pointed out that the figure of 500
lorries a day in each direction could not realistically be confirmed
until contracts for the work had been assigned. Following a question
from Mr Hunt, regarding the control of the traffic volumes, Mr Page
stated that in our petition to the Lords we had requested that an
independent adjudicator be appointed to monitor the numbers of
HGVs..
3.

Planning Appl. 16/00699/F - Mr & Mrs Aylmer, Bridge
Lake Farm, Chacombe Road for the erection of
vehicle shelter and wood store: garage conversion to
habitable accommodation. Revision from 2012. – NO
OBJECTIONS

b.

Planning Appl. 16/00109/TCA - Mr N Forbes, Sundial
House, Upper Wardington

for work on trees.

– NO OBJECTIONS
c.

4.1
4.2

paid to WPC. Permission was granted to transfer this money to the
Memorial Hall as soon as the proof of payment is confirmed.

A donation of £100 has been received from Mr C Hunt. This was in
lieu of a payment due to Rob and Jeanette Brown, who requested
the donation to the Playground. Council would like to thank all those
concerned for a much appreciated gift.
4.4 Playground 200 Club draw.
100625

£20

Mr P Worthington

100626

£10

Mr A Wilkins

th

The Plough Inn – On the 20 May planning had been
approved for the change of use to a private dwelling.

4.

th

of £350, for the Queen’s 90 Birthday Celebration, has by error been

4.3 Donation received for the Playground.

Planning.
a.

We have been notified that the grant awarded to the Memorial Hall

Finance.

Mr Page announced that the first section of replacement fencing
around the Playground had been completed.
5.

New Business.

Budget for 2016-2017
This was deferred until next meeting.

5.1 Parking in Chelmscote Row.

Parish Insurance

An e-mail has been received from Sanctuary Housing Services
stating that they had a number of complaints, from the residents of

A favourable quotation for the parish insurance has been received

Chelmscote Row, regarding continued use of Sanctuary parking

from AON for £472.32 based on the same schedule as our current

area and pathways by non-residents. They are asking if the parish

insurers, Zurich who quoted £980.15. The Oxfordshire Association of

council can assist with appealing to non Chelmscote Row vehicle

Local Councils (OALC) were consulted and confirmed that AON like

owners to find alternative parking.

Discussion followed regarding the problem of parking for residents in

agreed that the Parish Council take steps to protect the pond from

that specific area of the village. It was agreed that we invite

any adverse changes, by seeking to nominate the pond as an ACV

Sanctuary House to attend a site meeting where we can review the

or similar status.

situation, with the intent to resolve the problem for all residents.
6.

A.O.B.

5.2 Request for the Pond opposite Chapel Cottages to be
registered as an Asset of Community Value (ACV)

6.1 Correspondence

For this topic Mr Page stood down as Chairperson, as he was

Mr Jarrett said that he has received a letter from Victoria Prentis

directly involved, and he was replaced by Mr Patterson.

(MP) with details regarding the national commemoration of the
centenary of the First World War. This year the UK will remember

The request for the ‘Pond’ to be registered as an Asset of

the Battle of the Somme. In addition the government is encouraging

Community Value (ACV) has come about as a response to public

communities to conserve their local war memorials and funding is

comments regarding the fence which Mr Page had erected in front of

available for the occasion. It was agreed that we get a quotation for

the ‘Pond’. Although the Parish Council had recommended that Mr

the cleaning of the War Memorial and apply for funding.

Page take down the fence, Mr Page had not done so, having stated

6.2 The Notice board by the Plough Inn.

that he had only replaced a fence which had been there before. The

Mr Crossley asked what was happening about replacing the notice

WPC have limited powers to enforce their recommendation. Mr Page

board by the Plough Inn. Mr Page said that we were still trying to

explained that as he had cared and maintained the pond for over 20

contact Ken Baker, who had made one for us before. and assured

years, and if there was an accident, for example, a child falling into

him that it was being handled.

the pond, he would be responsible. This was one reason why he had

6.3 Potholes and footpath.

not taken down the fence.

Mr Franklin reported that there was a pothole and lose manhole

Lively discussion followed and at times Mr Patterson had to call the

cover opposite Taylor’s Cottage. This was to be reported to OCC

meeting to order. Comments were made that other villages have

Highways. He also asked what was happening about cutting back

ponds without fences; the pond now looks like Mr Page’s property;

the vegetation along the footpath below Taylor’s Cottage. Mr Jarrett

and the pond should be regarded as a ‘village feature’. The general

said he had reported this to Mr George Tuthill but as yet had had no

opinion was that the fence was disliked by parishioners. However,

response.

Mr Page said that he had replaced the fence with an identical fence
and the old one was still there rolled up to one side.

The meeting closed 8:25pm

Mr Jarrett read out the definition of ‘what is an ACV’ and ‘who can

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 21 June, 2016 at 7:30pm in

nominate an ACV’. Although the matter of who actually owns the

the village hall.

th

pond is still open, Mr Page said that he has a claim to it, having
looked after it for so long. Irrespective of who owns the pond, it was

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Meeting held at Wardington Memorial
on Tuesday, 21st June, 2016 (7:30pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page (Chair), Mr M Patterson, Mr I Franklin,

The subject of a bypass for Wardington is being pursued by the

Mr A Crossley,

Action Group. George Page confirmed that letters had been sent to

Mrs A Pasco, Mr G Martin, Mr K Atack

(District Councillor).

the 2 potential funding bodies recommended by Victoria Prentis MP.

Parishioners: Ms J Funnell.

2.2 Notice Board near the Plough

Apologies: Mr N Bankes, Mr B Jarrett (Clerk)

The Chairman reported that he had talked to Ken Baker about
repair/replacement of the Notice Board. He is willing to do the work

7.

th

Minutes of previous meeting. (24 May, 2016) Approved and

but is not able to start at the moment. The Council agreed to wait.

signed.

2.3 Pond Opposite Chapel Cottages
As an interested party, George Page, stood aside for this item.

8.

Matters arising from previous minutes.

In answer to a question he said that he had not yet had a response
from the Land Registry to his application to be granted ownership of

2.1 HS2 Update

the pond area under the rules of Adverse Possession of

Mr Page reported that there were some discussions taking place

Unregistered Land.

between various local groups and HS2 about the possibility of

The Council expressed their continued unhappiness with the fence,

lowering the track in the Upper Boddington section. This would

questioned the suggestion that it had been a feature for many years

reduce the amount of spoil to be moved through Wardington.

and repeated their request for its removal. Mr Page said he would

Apparently HS2 are showing little interest.

contact his insurers without delay. If they would cover any liability he

Details of a public meeting organised by HS2 at Boddington Village

felt he had, he would remove it.

Hall on Friday July 1 have been circulated in Wardington.

The Council confirmed the offer they made at the last meeting to

Prompted by a question from Jan Funnell, there was a lengthy

nominate the pond as an Asset of Community Value or other similar

discussion of new signs about parking restrictions in Chelmscote

protection. Ken Atack gave contact details for the CDC officers who

Row. The main points that arose for the Council to follow up were:

would be able to assist.
The Council voted against applying to take full responsibility for the

•

upkeep and maintenance of the pond.
2.4 War Memorial Cleaning

erect the new signs?
•

A message from the Clerk stated that Cakebread’s would be
providing a quotation.
9.

Planning.

Following on from the e-mail raised at the Council’s May
meeting, what is the situation with other residents who
have been parking there for many years? Do they have a
right to continue doing so?

Finance.

4.1 Budget for 2016-2017
This had been circulated to Councillors and would be discussed at

These points add urgency to the need for a meeting with the
Association and their lack of response to a request for one so far.
Ken Atack asked to be copied in as the local office of Sanctuary

the next meeting.
4.4

Are they on land that Sanctuary owns? What are the
boundaries of their land?

•

There were no new items.
10.

Should Sanctuary Housing have sought permission to

Clerk’s Pay Scale

Housing is in Bodicote House and he might be able to help.

Malcolm Patterson reported that, for historical reasons, the hourly

5.3 Verge Cutting and Roadside Maintenance

pay scale that the Clerk was on was below the recommended

Ian Franklin raised a number of matters of concern regarding

minimum for Parish Clerks. This was clearly inappropriate and the

overgrown grass verges on both sides of the A361 and other village

rate should probably be at least 1 Point above the minimum.

roads. Also mentioned by Ian and other Councillors were potholes,

Amanda Pasco, while Chairperson of the Parish Council, had some

silted up drain gratings and footpaths (particularly alongside the

information on the way the Council had applied the scales in the past

A361). Jon Oakey of Rose Cottage had e-mailed to ask that, now

and would provide this so that the matter could be resolved at the

building work was completed, could mowing of the bank outside his

next meeting.

property be resumed.

Ken Atack said that all Clerks should be aware of training
opportunities and there should be annual appraisal systems in place.
4.3

Invoices - Cheques for authorization:-

100835

E-Scapes Landscaping (Grass Mowing)

It was agreed to:

•

to the contractor if there are any issues or changes that

1570.50
100836

need to be made

Wardington Memorial Hall (Grant Award)
350.00

100837

Check the map used for the grass cutting contract and talk

•

Banbury Paving Fencing (Playground Fence)

Inform CDC if there are problems with overgrown road
verges. Oxfordshire County Council has reduced their cuts

1610.00

to only 2 a year but Cherwell District Council has agreed
to take responsibility for others.

4.4 Playground 200 Club draw.

•

Keep pestering Highways (however, frustrating and time

100627

£20

Mr Robert Fenemore

consuming this is) regarding potholes, manhole covers

100628

£10

Mr Paul Hornby

and silted up gratings
•

4.5. RoSPA Inspection

The Council, property owners and residents are likely to
have to take more responsibility in the future for roadside
footpaths. Everyone needs to be made aware of this.

Agreed to authorise the annual playground inspection
5.4 Local Enforcement Plan
Ken Atack informed the meeting that a Local Enforcement Plan has
been produced by CDC. The Council will be getting a copy shortly. It
sets stricter rules and deadlines for dealing with enforcements.
Resources, including extra staff, have been made available.
11. Any Other Business
5.1 Parking in Chelmscote Row.

The meeting closed 8:40pm
th

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 26 July, 2016 at 7:30pm in
the village hall.

Minutes of the Wardington Parish Council Annual General Meeting Location:
Wardington Memorial Hall Date: Tuesday, 24th May, 2016 (7:00pm)
In Attendance: Mr G Page, Mr M Patterson, Mr I Franklin, Mr A

4.1.2

Crossley, Ms A Pasco, Mr G Martin, Mr K Atack (District Councillor),

signed.

Mr B Jarrett (Clerk), Mr C Hunt (Parishioner)

4.1.3

Apologies: Mr N Bankes

The Annual Governance Statement was approved and
The Annual Accounts had been circulated. The main
differences from the previous year were:Income was down due to the variance of New Homes

nd

12. Minutes of previous AGM.(19 May, 2016) Approved and

Bonus (£1,235 less) and VAT refunds claimed (£3,274

signed.

less).
Expenditure was also down. In the year 2014-2015 there

13. Matters arising from previous minutes.

was a Contribution to road works in Williamscot (£14,174).
The main expenditure in 2015-2016 was the cost of the

As there were not enough people proposed in the last elections

HS2 petitioning (£8,736). The Accounts Statement for

there remained two vacancies within the parish council. During

Income and Expenditure were duly approved and signed.

the year Mr Ian Franklin and Mr Andrew Crossley were co-

A question was raised relating to the process for the sale

opted onto the parish council.

of the ‘Fairport’ tickets which as explained by Mr Atack.
There being 40 tickets available only to Wardington

14. Election of Officers

parishioners. The application details can be found in the
Warbler.
rd

3.1 Election of Chairperson.

The accounts will be available for inspection between 3
th

Mr M Patterson proposed that Mr G Page be re-elected as
Chairperson. This was seconded by Ms A Pasco. There being

June and 14 July.
4.2

HS2 Budget 2016-2017

no other proposals Mr Page was duly elected as Chairperson.
Mr Page declared that there were no more major costs
3.2 Election of Vice-Chairperson

foreseen in respect of the HS2 petition. There was a

Mr N Bankes had explained at last year’s AGM that, due to

charge pending from Pinsent Mason, for submitting the

other commitments, he would be unable to take up the position

petition to the House of Lords, expected to be around

of Chairperson until September 2017. Being absent but willing

£400. The budget was still be finalized.

to stand for the office, Mr Bankes was proposed by Mr C Hunt
and seconded by Mr A Crossley. Mr Bankes was duly elected
as Vice-Chairperson.
15. Finance.
4.1 Annual Statement:4.1.1

It was confirmed that the internal audit, of the accounts for
2015-2016, had been carried out and signed off.

16. A.O.B.
There was no other AGM business.
The meeting closed 7:20pm
The next AGM will be in May, 2017, date and time to be confirmed.

HS2
ACTION GROUP
House of Lords Select Committing Hearing - July 20th 2016
Location: 12:25pm, Houses of Parliament.
Committee: Charles Holbech ,Malcolm Patterson, Bob Jarrett
The hearing began with Charles Holbech giving a summary of the petition:
There would be 1,000 HS2 HGVs and 204 LGVs through Wardington daily. That represented two per minute in a 10 hour period,
and this would seriously affect the quality of life in Wardington. He outlined that the volume of HGVs using the A361 is to carry
spoil from Greatworth and Turweston, for use at Lower Boddington, a distance of 27 miles. Wardington would not cope with this
volume of traffic and it would be unsafe. Following the Commons Select Committee report and their recommendations, there have
been assurances from HS2 to construct an internal haul road to Greatworth and to review the feasibility to extend the haul road to
Turweston. Also, a review of a bypass around the village was to be encouraged. As yet we have received no concrete proposal
from HS2. HS2 has rejected the idea of a bypass as unnecessary, on the basis that mitigating measures proposed by them would
be sufficient. OCC has responded recently that the mitigation measures required through Wardington and along the A361 may not
be achievable or deliverable. There was also a proposal from Priors Hardwick to move the track under the Oxford canal, rather than
over, generating excess spoil that could be used at Lower Boddington. This has been dismissed by HS2, as this is the wrong type
of spoil.
Charles then presented his slides and video to illustrate Wardington’s objections. The final slide outlined a list of relief
requirements:•
•
•
•
•
•

Extension of haul road to Turweston (priority)
Reduction in max no. of HGVs to far less than 1,000 per day
o no traffic movements outside 8am to 6pm on weekdays
Construction of bypass to east of Wardington
o
permanent or temporary
Review of extent of need for excavated material at Lower Boddington
Lowering of track bed at Boddington Loop
o movement of excess spoil to Lower Boddington
Impact assessment and monitoring

Mr Timothy Mold QC responded on behalf of HS2.
th
He referred to a letter of assurance, dated 25 January 2016:
•
•
•
•

To limit the number of HGVs to 500 both ways:
To construct a haul road to Greatworth, (this will be provided, but they could not commit to the timing to achieve this),
To limit the volume of spoil required at Lower Boddington
To review extending the haul road to from Greatworth to Turweston, pointing out that there were issues with crossing the
A43 and the Great Ouse.

HS2 has committed to informing Wardington PC and OCC periodically, every 3 months, of progress with these assurances. He
stated that OCC was the relevant qualifying authority for lorry movements and dismissed the need for an independent adjudicator,
as OCC perform this function. The spoil from Turweston is required at Lower Boddington for the track bed (engineering fill) and
there is no evidence that any spoil from further up the line is suitable for this kind of work. HS2 is unable to commit to substantial
reductions in the volume of traffic on the A361 but would hope to complete the feasibility of extending the haul road to Turweston
and report back to the select committee before their decision in the autumn.
OCC maintains that the A361 is suitable for the movements of HGVs and HS2 does not support a bypass, whether permanent or
temporary, as it could not be completed in time to carry the traffic and that would lead to increased volumes through Wardington.
Finally, the impact assessment is detailed in the Environmental Statement, which covers the traffic assessment in the area
concerned.
In reply, Charles said he was grateful for the assurance to construct the haul road to Greatworth but 1000 HGVs is still too high.
The construction of the extension haul road to Turweston should happen, unless HS2 states that it is not technically feasible. Even
if constructed, this could lead to a 30% reduction, which is quantity not quality and we shall have the same problems and concerns.
Mitigating proposals do not answer the concerns considering a 6 metre width of road and 1 metre width of footpath.

In respect to a bypass, the Secretary of State should commence on a review of estimated costs and benefits before any
commencement of work.
We request a reduction of HGVs to 200 both ways, which would still be a 100% increase, and no construction traffic outside 8am to
6pm on weekdays; also, a review of the actual volumes of spoil required at Lower Boddington; and finally, for an Impact
Assessment of 1000 HGVs and 204 LGVs on Wardington should be done before work commences and provision should be put in
place to monitor all levels and restrictions agreed.
Lord Freeman thanked all for making matters very clear for the Committee and he said that they would reach a judgement and
communicate it in due course.
The Hearing closed 14:25pm

Very many thanks to Charles for his time, expertise and for such an excellent presentation.

House of Lords Select Committee 20/07/2016

Wardington gridlocked and wet ……..

WARDINGTON GARDEN CLUB
FLOWER, PRODUCE & CRAFT SHOW
Saturday 20th August
The Memorial Hall 3.00pm to 5.00pm
A fun event for all ages and all members of the family
Classes to suit everyone:
Fruit, Vegetables, Flowers, Flower Arrangements, Children’s Section, Cookery,
Men’s Section, Eggs, Home Made Wine, Handicrafts, Photographs

Schedules & Entry Forms from Barn Farm Plants or Jane Pearson
(01295) 750316

&

Entry Forms and Entry fees due at the Hall Friday 19th
6.00pm to 8.00pm
Hall open to receive entries Saturday 20th
8.30am to 11.00am

On
t
Day he

Please join in this friendly fun Village Show

Gardener’s Diary
August

August should be the warmest month of the year, so take time out to enjoy the colours and scents
of your garden but don’t neglect the watering!
Watering
Everything will need your attention to see it through the dry spell. Baskets, pots, borders and even
lawns will rely on you watering them. Where possible use recycled water but ensure you keep on
top of the task as once things dry out it is very difficult to get them to retain
water as well as the previously did, so little and often is better than leaving
it until they keel over. Keep rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias well
watered to ensure good flower bud formation, water hydrangeas with colourant
for guaranteed blue flowers next year. Liquid feed all bedding plants, peppers
and cucumbers to encourage new flowers. Switch to a high potassium feed for
tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers this will help the fruits to set meaning higher yields. Tomatoes
need consistent watering to avoid them picking up the dreaded blossom end rot.
Garden Maintenance
Perennial weeds are best treated in active growth so choose the correct weedkiller and apply to
the weeds foliage, it will kill them off at the root meaning no re growth. Hoe out annual weeds as
they will take valuable moisture from the soil and multiply rapidly if you let them flower. Grass
tends to grow less during the very warm weather so when you do mow cut on a high blade, don’t
worry too much about grass browning it will usually recover when the autumn rain appears. Watch
plants such as phlox, chrysanthemums, nicotiana and roses for any signs of mildew or rust and
treat immediately if affected. Give hedges a final trim and shape box plants, do this in a cool
evening once the sun has gone down.
Birds and Ponds
Please make sure that a supply of fresh drinking water is available and when feeding use a seed
mix and mealworms rather than suet balls or peanuts during the summer months. Remove blanket
weed from ponds with a net or cane and scrub algae from the side of ponds with a stiff hand
brush.

Pruning and Dead Heading:
Keep all of your bedding plants dead headed, it not only enhances the look of the plant but it
encourages more new flowers to form quickly so well worth the effort! Cut back foliage of
herbaceous plants such as dicentra and remove tired leaves from hardy geraniums to encourage
a new flush of growth. Dead head dahlias, remove smaller flowers if you are growing for larger
blooms. Prune back old rosemary and lavender flowers and remove any flowers that form on herb
plants you are using for culinary use. Prune wispy wisteria growth right back to approximately one

foot and soak the soil around the roots with a high potash fertilizer if the flowering was poor this
year.
Fruit and Vegetables
Plant a trough or container with winter salad leaves and position in a sunny position on the patio
and near the kitchen door, make sure the container has a minimum depth
of 15cm (6inches) with good drainage, water regularly and pick the leaves
as soon as they are large enough. Lift and pot strawberry runners and cut
out any old fruited raspberry canes. The vegetable garden will be full of
produce to pick now, pick regularly and don’t let anything bolt, freezing
excess produce including herbs. Harvest courgettes whilst reasonably
small to stop them maturing into marrows. Keep crops protected by netting
or hang unwanted CD’s and place spinning windmills amongst the vegetable
garden to deter birds from eating them. Ventilate your greenhouse and apply
shading if it is situated in full sun, damp down greenhouse floors on hot days to
maintain humidity levels but do not do this in the evening as it encourages pests and disease
particularly on tomatoes.

Plant of the month ….. Verbena Rigiba

This showy herbaceous perennial is much loved and fills gaps in borders with ease, it’s lovely
purple spikes of flowers perform well throughout the summer and into autumn. Verbena
Bonariensis is a much taller prolific growing alternative with mauve flowers, ideal for filling
awkward gaps at the back of your border.
Monthly suggestion;
Entrust someone reliable to water your plants whilst away on holiday as a week of neglect would
ruin or even kill off your display. Leave them plenty of water to see the task through by saving rain
water in water butts and buckets, use capillary matting on your greenhouse benches, put saucers
under pots and containers and if possible group them together in one place to make watering
easier. Get them to harvest any crops whilst you are away to encourage new and stop them over
ripening or running to seed.
I look forward to seeing you all soon and don’t forget we have a licenced café serving homemade
scones and cakes, and refreshing milkshakes, smoothies and ice cream sundaes too.
Regards
Craig
Barn Farm Plants
Wardington, Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SN
(01295) 758080
www.barnfarmplants.co.uk
Join us on facebook and twitter

Bus Stop Stopped??
From a villager…
I got a nasty shock when I got off at my usual bus
stop at the back entrance to the Wardington
House nursing home…..
I use the Stagecoach service No. 200, between
Banbury and Daventry about four times a week,
and am not sure if this is the same as County
Connect, which I've never heard of.
If so, it will be a disaster for me and for some of
the nursing home staff who don't come to work
by car.

Letter from the new Bishop of Oxford
DIOCESE OF OXFORD

To the clergy and people of the Diocese of Oxford
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
Thank you for your various messages of welcome and for your prayers following the announcement of my
nomination as the Bishop of Oxford. It’s an enormous honour and privilege to be appointed to this role and I
look forward very much to serving the communities of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire in the
coming years.
My Confirmation of Election as Bishop of Oxford was be held on 6th July. I went to pay homage to Her
Majesty the Queen in July and resume my place in the House of Lords. I will continue to meet with the
senior team in Oxford and plan for the autumn.
Ann and I hope to move to the new See House in Kidlington at the end of August and I will be working to a
normal diary in the diocese from early September. My inauguration is set for Friday 30th September in the
Cathedral. There will then be four Welcome Eucharists at which I will preside and preach, one for each
Archdeaconry:

Episcopal Area

Date

Reading

5th October 2016

Dorchester

9th October 2016

Oxford

12th October 2016

Buckingham

13th October 2016

I would like to meet as many people as possible over the first few weeks in post so please put one of these
dates in your diary and I look forward to seeing you there.
I hope to visit the parish clergy of the Oxford Area in October and November. I am also planning a series of
Deanery Days from November to July to begin to get to know and to listen to the whole Diocese. During
those visits I look forward to engaging with lay people and clergy and getting to know the wider community
as well as the church. I also look forward to being out and about across the whole Diocese Sunday by
Sunday.
You can discover something about me in advance from the Diocesan website, should you wish to do so. I
was formed as a parish priest in Halifax. I was shaped as a thinker and writer in Durham and through
travelling the country as Archbishops’ Missioner. I have been forged as a Bishop in Sheffield and South
Yorkshire, seeking to recall the Church here and elsewhere to the mission of God.
I’m conscious I will have a much to learn in my early years in Oxford. Please pray for me: for the gifts of
humility, wisdom and gentleness for this new ministry. Pray in the words of the ordinal that my heart may

daily be enlarged to love this great Diocese to which God has now called me.
I’m looking forward very much to working with Bishop Colin, Bishop Andrew and Bishop Alan in the coming
years and with the rest of the senior team. I’m conscious that the Diocese owes a particular debt to Bishop
Colin for his care and leadership during the long vacancy.
Based on the listening I have done so far, I will focus my ministry across the whole Diocese in three areas
in the early years: on engagement with children, young people and young adults; on enabling lay
discipleship in the world and on engaging with the poorest communities across the Diocese. These
priorities are not a new Diocesan strategy. That may emerge over time. They are initial themes for my own
engagement with the whole Diocese and I look forward to taking them forward with you. .
I believe that the Christian faith and the Christian church will become ever more central in the life of our
nation and the world in the 21st Century as people seek again for meaning, for values, for purpose and for
hope.
God has called the Church to be a community of mercy and kindness, reflecting the nature of Jesus Christ
and telling the good news of his love. Together we are called to be a community of missionary disciples:
faithful, united, hopeful, creative and rejoicing in God’s grace.
I look forward very much to meeting you, to knowing you and being known and to working with you,
In Christ
+Steven Oxford
Email: bishop.oxford@oxford.anglican.org
Twitter: @Steven_Croft
Blog: http://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/

SPONSOR THE CHURCH
FLOODLIGHTING!
As always at this time of the year a glance at the sponsorship
list for this year in the Church porch will show that support is
so far very thin. Please think ahead to those special family
occasions or anniversaries which will be coming up during
2016. A week’s sponsorship is an excellent way of marking
them.
The sponsorship rates have been unchanged for over ten
years despite the huge increase in electricity costs over that
period. As a reminder the cost is £10 per week or £3 per
night and Banker’s standing orders are naturally welcome so
as to take the hassle out of the annual renewal! Application
forms are available from Jean Butler (758143), Clive Hunt
(758087) or in the Church.

NEWS FROM ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH

NEW BISHOP OF OXFORD
After a vacancy lasting some two years Bishop Steven Croft, formerly Bishop of Sheffield, was last month appointed
the new Bishop of Oxford. He takes up the role fully in September but recently, in an introductory letter to the whole
diocese, Bishop Steven included two statements which summed up his initial thoughts following his appointment:
“..Based on the listening I have done so far, I will focus my ministry across the whole Diocese in three areas in the
early years: on engagement with children, young people and young adults; on enabling lay discipleship in the world
and on engaging with the poorest communities across the Diocese..”
and
“God has called the Church to be a community of mercy and kindness, reflecting the nature of Jesus Christ and telling
the good news of his love. Together we are called to be a community of missionary disciples: faithful, united, hopeful,
creative and rejoicing in God’s grace.”
There will be a Welcome Eucharist, led by Bishop Steven, for those of us within the Dorchester Archdeaconry on
Sunday 9th October, 3.30pm at Dorchester Abbey to which we are all welcome to attend.

CALLING ALL CYCLISTS - HISTORIC CHURCHES RIDE N’ STRIDE

The largest source of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust’s income comes from the Sponsored Bicycle Ride - a
National event which takes place on the second Saturday in September each year - recently renamed the Ride and
Stride to include walkers.
Participants are sponsored for the number of churches they can visit in the day. 520 churches are visited by over 700
cyclists and walkers, and at least 1,000 people help keep these churches open from 10am to 6pm.
In recent years thousands of people from churches and chapels in the county have participated in this popular
occasion which provides the opportunity to visit churches as well as raise much needed money – a record £138,000 in
2015 - for the Trust and the churches.
th

This year’s event is on Saturday, 10 September and, once again, our Church has registered for the event. To
participate please see more details at http://ohct.org.uk/ride-stride/ or, if you are able to help man the Church for an
hour or so, please contact Sue Upton on 01295 758398.
HARVEST FESTIVAL
This year’s Harvest Supper celebration, sponsored by the Friends of Wardington Church, will take place on the
st
evening of Saturday 1 October in the Memorial Hall. The Harvest Festival service will be the following morning in the
Church at 10.00am.

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH: Services: August 2016 – October 2016

Please check Church notice board and the Church monthly newsletter for further information and confirmation of
these times.
SUNDAY SERVICES
th

10.00am
9.30am
8.30am

Summer Songs of Praise
United Benefice Fairport Service - Cropredy
Holy Communion (BCP)
No service – See noticeboard for other services

4
th
11
th
18
th
25

th

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
8.30am

Family Service
United Benefice Communion – Mollington
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)

nd

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
8.30am

Harvest Festival
United Benefice Communion – Great Bourton
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
No service – See noticeboard for other services

August
August
August
August

7
th
14
st
21
th
28

September
September
September
September
October
October
October
October
October

2
th
9
th
16
rd
23
th
30

WEEKDAY SERVICES
September
October

th

7
th
26

Every Tuesday

9.00am
9.00am

12.00noon

Midday Communion (Iona Liturgy) - Cropredy
th

rd

th

th

(No service: 16 / 23 August, 11 / 18 Oct)

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

MEMORIAL HALL NEWS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2016
th

The meeting took place on 20 July. Although the attendance was small the overall mood of the meeting was all
positive. The principal matters covered can be summarised as follows:
Paul Bimson’s Chairman’s Report - Current hiring of the Hall continues to be good with regular hirers including the
Bowls Club, Pilates (now twice weekly) and Zumba with Debbie Young, Ballet Fitness with Ginny Steven, Parish
Council, Monthly Afternoon Teas, Over 60’s Club and Cinema Evenings. Forward private bookings, including wedding
receptions, for the current year look promising.
The Trustees have confirmed the future strategy for the Hall unchanged as:
o To continue to provide an events/activities facility primarily for the Wardington community
o To develop hiring and usage of the Hall through ‘word of mouth’ communication, not costly advertising
o To maintain the Hall to a high standard and thus ensuring a competitive edge over similar local halls
o To maintain ‘village’ hiring rates as low as possible whilst increasing the premium chargeable to non-village hirers.
st

Clive Hunt’s Treasurer’s Report - Financially the year to 31 March 2016 was a further successful year with the
following being the key points:
o General income increased by 8% to £8,224 boosted by income from cinema nights increasing by £600
o Overall running costs were virtually unchanged resulting in the operating surplus increasing by 20% to £3,873
o For the second year running it was possible to transfer £3,500 to the Capital Account for future enhancements to
the hall’s facilities
o The very successful fête at the Manor in June 2015 raised over £1,500 which funded the complete replacement of
the main hall chairs with more comfortable padded ones
o Other improvements included additional LED lighting - at the request of the Bowls Club and the Over 60’s – a
baby changing unit and a 30L water boiler
o Finally on the Balance Sheet the hall’s assets at the end of the year were £6,789 being more than double the end
of the previous year
The full accounts can be viewed at http://www.wardington.net/memorial-hall/
Paul Bimson’s Property Report – The overall condition of the hall is good (thanks go to those committee members
who support the maintenance sessions) but, after 3½ years of constant use, there are inevitably signs of wear and
tear.
o This autumn the main hall, entrance hall and lobby area will be redecorated – same colour scheme!
o The main hall floor will also be cleaned and re-oiled.
o The issue of condensation in the roof of the main hall will be addressed with the installation of air vents along the
ridge
Planned enhancements to the overall facilities (subject to funding) include:
o Improve the meeting environment in the Lady Wardington Room by upgrading the furnishings including new
boardroom style table(s) and chairs, along with roman blinds, screen, pictures/photographs and wi-fi
o Complete the landscaping and fencing at the south-west corner of the terrace area
o Staging blocks to provide a temporary stage when required

Election of Officers & Management Committee – The following were elected for the coming year: Paul Bimson
(Chairman & Acting Secretary), Clive Hunt (Treasurer), Bridget Elworthy, Norman Hudson, Steve Mackenzie-Lawrie,
Andrew Pearson, Amanda Thompson, Ian Thompson, James Wild and Anne Wilkins.
WARDINGTON VILLAGE CINEMA
The first half of this year’s season ended with a very well attended film and BBQ evening. The weather was perfect for
the excellent BBQ and the film, Dad’s Army, was even better than most people’s expectations. It should be added that
many also rose to the occasion and came dressed in wartime attire.
TO BOOK THE HALL
E-mail: wardington.hall@btinternet.com or call Paul Bimson: 01295 758855 or Clive Hunt: 01295 758087

Head BBQ chef Paul Bimson, assisted by his daughter Jenny

Village Cinema
The plan for the coming year is to hold a film night every two months on the third Friday in the month. The autumn
dates are:

Chiltern line advance notice of works
There are a number of closures of Banbury station
coming up including 9 days at the start of August,
replacement buses will be provided.
It's mostly to do with the new railway sidings under construction for Chilterns growing train
fleet.
https://www.chilternrailways.co.uk/tickets-and-times/changes

North Signal box!

Fairport Cropredy Convention 2016 coming soon!
This year’s Festival is being held from 11th to 13th August and villager passes will again be
available.
Priority is given to Williamscot residents but the expectation is that villagers from both communities
can be accommodated although the likelihood remains that a ballot may be needed.
I will circulate the usual details to Williamscot residents in June but Wardington residents may wish
to register in advance by e-mailing me their requirements to k.atack@sky.com including full
applicant names and addresses. I will confirm receipt and deal with any immediate queries
pending finalisation of the community list in early July.
The pass price will remain at £40.
For the record, applicants need to be permanent residents of Wardington and children up to 12
years of age, accompanied by an adult, qualify for free admission.
If any clarification is required, please contact me as below.
Ken Atack
Eaves Cottage, Cropredy Lane, Williamscot
01295 758861 or 07882 759497

Opening Times:
Mon to Fri: 8am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 8.30am-5pm

Dear Parent, Grandparent, Villager,
As you probably know, we have in our village an excellent playground for all our children and grandchildren. This
valued facility requires on-going inspection and maintenance in order to keep the children safe. The Playground 200
Club was created to raise funds to finance the annual RoSPA inspection and for buying new equipment. However,
currently the membership contributions no longer cover the playground’s annual costs.
The 200 Club is a draw made at each Council Meeting with prizes of £20 and £10. The cost of membership is only £1
per member, per month, which can easily be paid by standing order, either monthly or annually.
We would be very grateful if you could consider becoming a member of the club and supporting this very well used
and fun village amenity.
Wardington Parish Council.
Please return the completed mandate to:Bob Jarrett, Parish Clerk, 2 The Old Vicarage, Wardington, Banbury, OX17 1SA
PLAYGROUND 200 CLUB BANK STANDING ORDER MANDATE
Bank …………………………………………………
Bank Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please pay HSBC Bank, Banbury, Oxon
Sort Code: 40-09-02 For the credit of:
Wardington Parish Council Playground Account Account No. 81035835The sum of £1 (one pound) commencing
immediately and thereafter every month until further notice and debit my/our account accordingly.
……………………………………
Name of account to be debited

……………………. ………………………………………………..
Sort Code
Account Number

Signature……………………………………………………Date……………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………………..

Keep Wardington Clean – Dogs
and animal fouling
The situation with dogs foaling the public areas
in Wardington is not improving
If you allow a dog in your charge to foul any area to
which the public has access you are committing an
offence.
Town councils or parish councils provide bins in
parks and other public areas for the use of dog
owners. We are responsible for monitoring dog
fouling, the issue of fixed penalty notices and for
initiating court proceedings against offenders.
By law dog owners must pick up any mess made
by their dogs. If owners do not clear up behind their
dog and evidence is available we will investigate
and prosecute them.
The penalty for not clearing up behind your dog is
up to £1,000 if taken to court, but there is also
provision for a fixed penalty scheme with a fine of
£50 in England.
Reporting an incident of dog fouling

Wardington Sports Field - Disclaimer
This is a periodical disclaimer notice
issued from time to time as a reminder to
the Public domain. Users of Wardington
Sports Field do so at entirely at their own
risk at any time. Neither the owners nor
their personal representative nor
management committee shall be held
liable for any distress, theft, loss,
personal injury or damage to property
and vehicles, however or whenever
caused. Upkeep and maintenance
volunteers are also included within this

You can report an incident of dog fouling online by
following the useful link to the right or by contacting
environmental services (see link below).

disclaimer notice.

https://webforms.ictmanagedservices.com/popup.a
spx/RenderForm/?F.Name=HYszmMzvuTj

Robert Harwood

The dog warden will investigate any fouling
allegations within the district.

Personal Agent for Wardington Estate /
Owners

How long will it take?
The complainant will be contacted within two
working days.

August 2016

Wardington Over 60’s
Fete
th
The Wine Bottle Game at the Fete at the manor on Sunday 12 July made a profit of £90 towards our funds. Many
thanks to those who donated bottles or came along and had a go!
Summer Event
We have decided to go ahead with a coach trip again this year as it seemed that people were keen. At the time of
th
writing, the trip to the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway is being planned for 18 August. All known over 60’s
should have received invitations and the trip has been advertised in the Banbury Guardian Village news. We have
received a good number of bookings and it looks like we will be able to have enough people to make the trip possible.
All we need now is some good weather on the day.
Bingo
rd
The next bingo night will be on Friday 23 September. All welcome to come along. Doors are open at 7pm “Eyes
th
Down” is at 7.30pm. Our Christmas Bingo will be on Friday 25 November, times as above and with seasonal prizes
and free refreshments
For any information about any of the above our contact details are:
Anne Wilkins
Jane Pearson
Ian Franklin

758167
750316
758347

Visit www.wardington.net for the latest information, tips and
events!

Here you will find several drop down menus to view the latest
news from all the contributors in the village and in the area. Keep
scrolling down the page and about half way down you will find the
box to subscribe to the latest news by email from the web site.
Well worth being included in local news! SIGN UP!

Also check out the websites new FORUM
… To express all your views and thought
on your village and surrounding areas.

Hare and Hounds
WARDINGTON
Oxon OX17 1SH
For further information and to book, please call 01295 750645
Drop in for local beers, good company and a warm log fire.
There is a lovely garden with benches for when the warm weather arrives to enjoy a drink outside.

The following events have been held by the Hare and Hounds
To raise funds for KHH:
Charity Bike Ride – Sunday 1st May 2016 …..

Beer & Music Festival – Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th July ….

A massive thank you to all who attended the music and beer festival, together we all raised
over £3,500 for Katharine House Hospice. Now bringing our total close to a very impressive
£7,000! Thank you to each and every one of you!

Further Events
Quiz Nights:
Saturday August 6th
Saturday September 3rd (Or 10
Saturday October 1st

th

TBC)

British Classic Motorbike Day –
Sunday 18th September 11am
onwards (Some fantastic bikes to
see!!)
Much Later………. Christmas Fair
11am Tuesday 22nd November

Family fun
day!
Come and have
a game of
cricket + BBQ +
Bar + Raffle
1pm start
Please come
and support us

Dinner Dance
Wardington Village Hall
Saturday 8th October 2016
7pm
Pig roast, bar, raffle, slave auction,
dancing till late.
£15 per head
Dress to impress!

Your Wardington Village …

£1000
was raised for the Lady Wardington room in the
Village Hall

House Names in Wardington
Several people, including many delivery drivers, have asked for a map to be produced for Wardington with house
names on it. Well efforts have been made to come up with one and here is the first part of the village with a draft
layout. Please can you take a look and comment/approve/correct this draft. Is this a good idea?

Final copy of Upper, Lower
and Middle Wardington – In
next issue

The next edition of the Warbler is going to be
covering the winter period November through to
January. We want to do an information page
and include the following:
-

Who has a 4x4 and is willing to be called
to rescue cars.
Where’s the nearest salt box and how
often does it get filled up
Helpful tips on safe driving on ice
Helpful tips to keep warm

If you are willing to help and have any useful
information or tips. Please send them through
to:
wardingtonwarbler@gmail.com
By Friday 28th of October 2016
We would like to create a database to publish in
the next edition.

So are you willing to help

Events Diary
th

Sunday 14 August

Family Fun Day

1pm

Cricket Fields

Wadington Garden Club Show

3-5pm

Memorial Hall

Village Cinema

TBC

Memorial Hall

British Classic Motorbike Day

11am

Hare & Hounds

Macmillan Coffee Morning

0930 – 1200

Greenhouse Café

st

Harvest Supper

7.30pm

Memorail Hall

th

Dinner & Dance

7pm

Memorial Hall

Halloween

PM

Everywhere

th

Saturday 20 August
th

Friday 16 September
th

Sunday 18 September
th

Friday 30 September
Saturday 1 October
Saturday 8 October
st

Monday 31 October

Parish and District Councillors
Mr George Page (Chair)
Sabins, Upper Wardington
Tel 758122
george.ros.page@hotmail.com
Mrs Amanda Pascoe
The Mounts, Upper Wardington
Tel 758433
amanda.pascoe@hotmail.com
Mr Nigel Bankes
Home Farm House, Williamscot
Tel 750500
nigel.bankes@btinternet.com
Mr Malcolm Patterson
The Old Granary, Wardington
Tel 750014
mandhpatterson@btinternet.com
Mr Ian Franklin
Archaban, Wardington
Tel 758347
Mr George Martin
Babbington Barn, Williamscot
Tel 07990 690 505
george@thomasmartin.co.uk

So that is it guys, your first
coloured issue of the Warbler!
Let us know what you think
and if you want to advertise
email- very competitive rates!!
wardingtonwarbler@gmail.com

Mr Andrew Crossley
The Limes, Upper Wardington
Tel: 758705
Email: crossley_andy@yahoo.co.uk
Mr Bob Jarrett (Parish Clerk)
2 The Old Vicarage, Wardington
wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Cherwell District Councillor:
Mr Ken Atack
Eaves Cottage, Williamscot
Tel 758861
ken.atack@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the
accuracy of the information printed in this
newsletter, the editor cannot accept
responsibility for the consequences of any
errors that may occur. The editor reserves
the right to edit and amend any articles
submitted for publication.

